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A.U 2:80 R2* 6 FOREWORD 


The matter contained in this book 
was not originally intended for publication 
4n book form, but as a series of lectures to 
be given in England and Amerioa. Circocum-e 
stances, the details of which need not here 
be discussed, prevented me from carrying out 
this intention and, at the request of sever- 
al student groups, particularly in America, 
it was decided to issue them in the form of 
articles to appear in the ‘Aries Quarterly'*. 
Unfortunately, only one article was publish~ 
ed, owing to the withdrawal from circulation 
ef this publication. This particular art- 
Acle was originally entitled "Magic — black 
and white", and then altered to "The Meaning 
of Magic". Thus, with the single exception 
of this one article, nothing else which ap-= 
— in this book has had previous publioat 

On « 


Whon it wae decided to issue the lect— 
ures in this present form, publication was 
announced under the title of “Modern Aspeots 
of Occultism". This has now been altered to 
"The Way of an Initiate", the former title 
being reserved for a further book due to ap= 
pear probably in the late Autumn of 1941. 


Owing to the outbreak of w:> and 
other causes, publication of this present 
edition was delayed for a considerable time 
and as many people had bought and paid for 
it, further additional matter — the lecture 
entitled "Modern Aspects of Occultism” — has 
been added to the original four lectures by 
way of compensation. 


This present edition had been sold 
before its actual publication and, therefore, 
4t is intended to pudlieh a further edition 
in the Autumn of 1940, enlarged and revised 


and which will inolude a preface by E.A.Rath— 
me il Wilson, PRS eho 


A. Greville-Gascoigne. 


January 3rd., 1940. 
The Authors’ Club, 
2,5 Whitehall Court, 
LONDON S.W.1. 


MODERN xs P's Crr's 


oF OocCcULTIS M 


The average man is not greatly con- 
cerned with causes. He is not, generally 
speaking, partioularly interested in the or- 
igin of the world in which he lives and has 
his being. For example, I do not think he 
will display any special interest in the as-— 
sertion of the atomist who seeks to show that 
the basis of the world is —-in:the aptly 
chosen words of Sir William Crookes ~a self 
-energising prothyl. I am equally certain 
that our average man will evince little, if 
any, excitement when informed of the assert-— 
fon that the world is Brahm's Dream, as the 
Hindoos imagined; he will also remain quite 
unmoved when informed that the world is con-- 
sidered by some people to be a manifestation 
of an Unconditioned Absolute. 


The average man is like that. Ab-— 
-—stract theorising, metaphysical concepts,in 
~<ductive conclusions, arouse little, if any 
interest. He prefers something ooncrete, 
something he knows through the medium of one 
or all of his five physical senses. He cares 
little for causes but appreciates effects. 
Moreover, if he reflects on these things at 
all, he ends by concluding that in some myster 
-ious way the world came into being through 
some force or combination of forces. What 
these forces are he does not know. He knows 
only their workings as, for instance, that 
heat and light are, under certain conditions, 
the effeots of electricity. He does not know 
the nature of this force or what it is, neith 
mer does he know about all the other forces. 
Until a few years ago for example, he had na 
kmowledge of the existence of what is called 
radiomactivity. 
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FEAR OF THE UNKNOWN 


Man has always feared these forces$ 
so muoh so that, in fareoff days, he propit 
-liated them by worship and, strange though it 
may seem in these ultra modern days of this 
twentieth century, the great majority of men 
still regard them with a deep sense of awe, 
if not with actual fear. Further, this sense 
of awe is extended to such of his fellow men 
23 are suspected of being able tocontact, or 
of having dominion over, these same forces. 
Primitive man is not alone in having feared 
that which he could not understand. Modern 
man, despite his greater understanding and 
education is not far removed in this respect 
from his primitive oounterpart. 


The fear of the super-physical and 
the paranormal still evidences itself. The 
truth and significance of this statement 
will not be lost on those of my readers who 
have any worthwhile knowiedge of the history 
of Witchcraft, Demonology ctc. Ignorance is 
the mother of fear — as practitioners of the 
power cult in Magic wei]. understand. More 
—over itis something of which they make full 
USE « Nor will its signifioance be lost to 
those who have for so long understood, even 
whilst they have resented, the bad odour that 
has attached itself to the study and prac-— 
tice of occultism. 


Right from the beginning of the First 
Root Race and coincident with these forces, 
conflict has raged. Even today there is con 
-flict, force opposing force, and it will al- 
ways be so until the greatest of all the 
forces —the Life Foroe itself ~ achieves the 
mastery over all other forces. The trend of 
the conflict is to that end and this trend 
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is observable throughout history. Always 
the Life Force can be observed slowly but 
surely dominating all other forces and there 
has been a slowly diminishing violence; the 
fury of the conflict abating in proportion 
to the harmony achieved. Ultimately each 
and every force will work incomplete and per 
~fect harmony, in complete and perfect frec— 
dom of action and reaction with all other 
forces. This victory of the Life Force is 
achieved by its mastering and moulding the 
other forces into higher and ever higher 
vehioles for its own expression. 


x MAN AND THE LIFE  PORCE 


Man is the highest, finest and most 
perfect vehicle that the Life Force has 
so far produced but he is by no means the 
highest, finest, and most perfect vehicle it 
will produce. The superman of tomorrow will 
exceed in every conceivable way his counter 
~part of today, the difference being as great 
-ly in excess of that which is apparent be~ 
tween today's man and today's ape$ 


The story of man and the story of the 
Life Force are strangely similar and both man 
and the Life Force are evolutionary in char- 
acter. Both, too, were at one time not con— 
scious of themselves. When man became aware 
of himSELF, the Life Force also became aware 
of itSELF. Further, with the evolution of 
consciousness each has attained to greater 
awareness. The Life Force was not conscious 
of itSELF until it had evolved inthe mind of 
man its highest form of expression and, with 
every step forward in the evolution of con- 
sciousness, the Life Forse attains to greater 
awareness of itSELF. Man has known of the 
existence of the Life Force since those far 
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distant days when he himself first had a SELF 
conscious existence. Coincident with the ev-— 
olution of that consciousness of SELF, man 
has paid greater and greater honour to the 
Life Force. 


He has given this nightiest of ail 
forces many names. Prophets and Priests have 
called if Brahm and Allah, Theos and Deus, 
Baal, Jehovah, and God. The Egyptians, «the 
Romans, the Greeks and the Hindoos <—they too 
have called it by many names, each has deif— 
ied it according to its workings, and each 
has made it into Gods after the image of man 
as did the Jews, the Mohammedans, and the 
followers of Christ. 


From the world's great teachers and 
thinkers it has also received honour and they 
too, have given it many names; they have oal- 
led it the Logos, Prana, the Tao, the Cat— 
egorioal Imperative, the Absolute, the Cosnic 
Urge — all these names and many more have 
been given to this supreme force — the force 
which is Life Itself, the Whole, of which we, 
as individuals, are a manifestation and a) 
part. ) 

| | 


Whatever conception we as individuals 
may have of this Whole, must necessarily be. 
limited by the development of our conscious—=. 
ness, for the Whole is infinite and is all 
that is, was, and can be. Nothing we oan con 
—ceive can be greater than the Whole for that 
which is finite cannot conoeive or know any= 
thing greater than the infinite. The part 
cannot be greater than the Whole. It follows 
then, that the greater the development of our 
individual consciousness, the greater and wid 
-er will be our knowledge of the Life Force 
in all its workings and manifestations and, 


: 
: 


} 
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a8 we ourselves are one of these manifestat— 
ions, the more we expand our individual con- 
sciousness the greater will be our awareness 
of our Real Selves. 


THE NEED. 


: Consideration of the evolution of man 
will show that thcre has always existed 
those who were aware of man’s ultimate des— - 
tiny. These Supermen — Adepts in the know 
~ledge of man and the reasons for his being, 
have always carefully guarded this knowledge 
from the people generally, reserving it for 
the few. This for very good reasons, for they 
have always known, for example, that finite 
man possesses within himself the potential— 
ities of the attributes of the Infinite ~the 
Absolute — God Himself! 


They also knew how destructive and 
dangerous this knowledge could be if it were 
revealed to those ill-fitted to receive it. 
They knew too, that manisan unit of:'pirit, an 
expression of the Infinite, with many grades 
of sub—human consciousness behind him and 
many grades of super—human consciousness be= 
fore him —still to be experienced before the 
Great Work is finally accomplished. 


THE SEC i 


Further, they have always known that 
man was a Monad whose function it was to de- 
velop the latent Spiritual potentiality with 
-~in him, through an expansion of conscious~— 
ness which must ultimately result in a re- 
cognition of identity with the Absolute. In 
short, they have always been cognisant of the 
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fact that the Microcosm was a part of the 
Macrocosm, that as it is above, so it is be- 
low. It is this knowledge to which we refer 
when we speak of the Ancient Wisdom -— the 
Secret Knowledge of man and all concerning 


him — not just speculative metaphysical hypo 


-theses, but scientific, empirical knowledge 
the modern aspects of whichare daily enlight 
—ening and ennobling mankind. 


If it be asked why this knowledge of 
man, his destiny and his potential powers has 
been concealed and reserved for the few — we 
shall answer and say that the acquisition of 
all forms of knowledge which give power, re— 
quires a period of preparation and that it 
is better so. Further, occult knowledge can, 
as we have said, be both dangerous and des— 
tructive, and a period of preparation is es-— 
sential for those who desire to possess such 
knowledge. For example, we should not per— 
mit an ignorant person to be in control of 
an electricity power house —and for very 
good and obvious reasons —~ such a person 


would be a danger both to himself and to 


others. In the same way, Occult knowledge in 


the hands of one ignorant of its potential— 


itics is dangerous, both tothe possessor and 
to others. 


As has been said — for the acquisit— 
ion of knowledge which gives power, a period 
of preparation is required. It was precise— 
ly because of this that the schools wherein 
*The Mysteries’ are taught came into being. 
In their Outer Courts they prepared students 
for the general teachings — the particular 


teachings which contained the highest know— 


ledge known to man, being given in the Inner 
Courts in the form of Initiations, of which 
there are several, each revealing new and 
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more important aspects of the Secret Wisdom. 


<THE MISSION. OF....JESUS 


It is significant to note that the 
mission of Jesus the Christ was to bring to 
man subjective concepts of Freedom, Equality 
Tolerance azd Brotherly Love and to show by 
example that these could be objectively re- 
alised. Christ made it clear to all that 
where ignorance and prejudice existed there 
also would be found ~ darkness. Equally did 
He show that knowledge was the light to be 
used to illumine dar: places. Whenever and 
wherever the freedom of man has been restrict 
~ed, and intolerance, oppression and tyranny 
have been evidenced, there will ignorance be 
found. Though by example and precept Jesus 
expressed these truths, he did not discover 
them. It has always been the case that dark 
eness and ignorance have been the enemies of 
mankind. 

—~ Six or seven hundred ycars before 
Christ was this truth exemplified as never 
before and never since. Notinall the long 
history of mankind has such amazing ach- 
ievement, such marvellous human progress 
been witnessed as was accomplished with the 
rise of Athens, and all achieved in the ex~ 
treme human limit of liberty, equality, and 
fraternity. 


Ss. OF — 


, Today perhaps as never before, do we 
realise that our individual lives and every 
-—thing that happens in our lives, is an in- 
tegral part of the Whole. We are, perhaps 
more than ever before, acutely aware of our 
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individual relationship with that Whole. We 
know that life is not an aimless thing but 
that itmoves forward in ordered progression. 


Even an elementary knowledge of 
occult science will bring greater awareness 
of these facts and, moreover, will teach us 
that, in realisation of the SELF, in being 
more fully aware, we shall live more freely 
and our standard of v2laes will undergo 
a complete change. When we are not fully 
aware, we do but partly fulf!.1l the purpose 
of our lives. Awareness brings greater ex— 
pansion of consciousness and this continuing 
expansion reveals to us new and greater pot= 
entialities contained in the subjective world 
within ourselves. 


That man is realising these truths 
more rapidly now, than at any other time, be- 
comes increasingly evident. He suffers far 
less today than yesterday from the delusion 
that all the things thatmake life most worth 
living are to be found w:ty7 tn tho world of 
objective reality. Present-day civilisation 
with its tremendous material advantages has 
not necessarily made man happier than he was 
a hundred years ago. 

\ Psychology — once regarded merely as 
a branch of Philosophy and now dignified as a 
science’ freed from the authority of Philos— 
ophy —has done much to make man realise that 
a> from making him happy, material advant 
~ages can have exactly the reverse effect. Per 
~haps more than anything else, Psychology has 
made man realise the truth of the assertion 
the4 ‘thoughts are things* and that ‘a man is 
as he thinketh in his heart. 


Man's greater appreciation of the sub 
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«jective world withih is evidenced in the 
tremendous growth, particularly apparent in 
the last f£ifty or sixty years, of movements 
and organisations designed to stimulate his 
interest in the things of the mind. Coincid 
-ent with this growth there has been a tren~ 
endous amount of vital researoh work and that 
done by Freud, Jung, Wundt, Lay, Coriat and 
last but not least, that of William James is 
too well known to require special mention. 


Occultism, like psychology, has suf- 
fered through having been regarded only as a 
speculative philosophy. As a matter of fact 
it has suffered probably much more, for psych 
~Ology has at least always been regarded as 
&@ respectable theory, whilst occultism is 
still regarded by many as something best left 
alone. 


By some of the more enlightened who 
are interested in mental phenomena, Occult- 
ism is regarded as an extension of psychol- 
ogy. In the sense} that psychology deals 
comparatively speaking, with the more elem 
entary aspects of the mind it certainly 
is, and, moreover, the student of occult 
ism will not get far unless and until he has 
a fair knowledge of the findings of psychology 
The connection betwecn the two scienoecs might. 
better be understood if we regard | psychology 
as concerning itself with the miff€ ofman and 
the development of his mental powers, and 
occultism as being concerned with the expan— 
sion of man’s consciousness to the end that 
he shall appreciate the possibilities of 
other and higher planes of existence than 
those experienced on the physical planes. Ob 
-viously |there is a connecting link between 
the two sciences, and we might even say that 
they stand complementary to each other. I am 
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at once willing to concede that this explan— 
ation is crude. This notwithstanding, it has 
the merit of being simple and, I hope, clear— 


“f -Hasies "aeta le. 
. One thingI must insist upon and that 


is the scientific standing of Occultism. I+ 
is entirely wrong to regard it as merely a 
philosophy concerning itself with metaphysic 
—al concepts and consideration of man’s un— 
conscious mind and, also, it is equally wrong 
to regard it as being conoerned only with 
superphysical phenomena and hypothetical con 
—<cepts of man’s future after death. It must 
also contradict the commonly held belief that 
ocoultism is ‘the bad side of Spiritualism’, 
It is none of these things though it is con- 
cerned with them all. Occultism is a science 
and its findings wiil bear the same strict 
tests as will any other science. It asks for 
no special consideration and is open to full 
investigation along the usual lines of soien 
<tific enquiry. 


THE MISSION OF JESUS 


Occultism has Three Great Traditions 
the first of which we might describe as the 
Power Tradition, the second as the Wisdom 
Tradition and the third as the Brotherly Love 
Tradition. These brief descriptions are not 
intended to do more than indicate the general 
aim which each Tradition will strive to accom 
—plish. The Third Tradition — properly re- 
ferred to as the Western Esoteric Tradit— 
ion — has for its inspiration the life and 
work of Jesus the Christ, Whose mission it 
was to reveal to man the purpose of his life 
and his own identity. 


I have no intention here of offering 
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any detailed description of the why and where 
-fore of these Three Great Traditions. We of 
the West need concern ourselves only with the 
Third — The Western Tradition ~noting in pass 
~ing that it is the tradition, as its charac 
-terisation implies, most suitable to the 
people of the West, and that its purpose is 
to propagate, demonstrate, and achieve frat— 
ernal love; that its ideals are perfeotly 
expressed in the life of Jesus the Christ, 
and finally, that the Way of Living of which 
He Himself was so perfect an example, is the 
Way in which we shall disoover our true iden— 
tity and the purpose of our lives. 


As all other World Teachers, Jesus 
the Christ taught His Way of Living by 
example and precept. The example He gave to 
the people: the so-called common people who 
were privileged to see and know the way in 
which He dealt with the exigencies of life? 
reserving His precepts for the few = His 
trusted immediate followers, the twelve dis-— 
ciples. To them He revealed the latent pow- 
ers inherent in all men and showed them the 
method of Attainment. To them He also gave 
His commands and a mandate for their execut— 
ion, and He made clear His purpose and how it 
could be achieved. 


For almost two thousand years we have 
had the opportunity to follow this Christian 
Way of Living: the Way of the Western Tradit 
-—ion in Occultism, which will reveal to those 
who diligently seek for it, the Secret Wisdom 
of the Ages. 


For almost two thousand years this 
Way of Living has survived; enduring almost 
finconoeivable vicissitudes, it has flourished 
and grown stronger with the passing years. 
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During the last sixty or seventy years the 
Veil of the Temple has been lifted and much 
of the Secret Wisdom hitherto reserved for 
the few has been revealed and made available 
to all who sought for Truth. 


The purpose of Christ's mission 
which is of course, identical with the aims 
of Western Occultism ~ was to bring men to 
greater understanding of themselves and of 
each other. He desired that men should live 
in freedom, in equality and in fraternal. 
Love. The time for the fulfilment of these 
things is nigh at hand, and in almost every 
direction we can see the tremendous progress 
made e 
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Perhaps one of the most significant 
aspects of this progress is to be seen in the 
marvellous advance of therapeutic knowledge. 


The enlightened man of today no long 
~er fears *the forces* =— instead he uses then 
to his advantage ii. thousand different ways. 
Never before in history has so much atten— 
tion been given to the health of man and to 
his general physical development. Glandular 
knowledge is every day making vast strides 
and revealing among other things, the causes 
of temperament, physical structure and the 
urge to achievement. 


Electricity, the influences of cole 
our, sound, solar rays, the four elements <= 
all are being made to yield their secrets, . 
so that man's physical and mental well—being 
shall be improved. 


Modern concepts of Philosophy are 
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andergoing radical change — truly does the 
o14 order change ~ in the light of the new 
knowledge beimg made available! Man is no 
onger regarded by the few as being a little 
higher than the animals: the real truth, 
hat he is *a little lower than the angels’ 
4s fast entering into the consciousness of 
hose who have presumed to guide andrule him. 
The moral ‘sins’ of yesterday are the every~ 
lay and every way accepted happenings of to 
daye The world's greatest books are as ac= 
pessible to the lowest as to the highest. The 
Reading Universities of the world are now op— 
en to high and low alike, as are the highest 
xdministrative offices. 


The general happiness of humanity is 
oday a major concern among all enlightened 
peoples. This concern is evidenced in such 
things as town planning, compulsory holidays, 

der and higher educational facilities, the 
preation of free medical services, pensions, 
and a host of other things intended to up- 
Lift and better the conditions of mankind. 
further examples are seen in the simple com— 
adeship of the head of tho world’s greatest 
Empire as expressed in his Boys‘ Camps, in 
mhich he and all classes fraternise; the prin 
ciple of collective security against those 
Influences which would destroy the peace of 
he worlds; the ideals behind the League of 
Nations; International Conventions for prom- 
opting good feeling and cultural relations, 
nd finally, this last great stand of free 
peoples in defiance of those who would seek 
to deprive them of the fruits of progress, so 
Long and so painfully achieved. 


In every forward movement which has 
or its objective the greater happiness, the 
welfare and the enlightenment of the people, 
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we can discern these modern aspects of oo= 
oult knowledge, and it is good that knowledg 
of His Truth is so swiftly, so inevitably b 
coming universal. In that knowledge ther 
is at once satisfaction and reward to thos 
who have pioneered the movement towards grea 
“cr expansion of consciousness, as there i 
“incentive to greater and ever greater effor 
until at last comes the Great Awakening and 
man Realises and Knows. When that day come 
Christ's mission will be fulfilled! The Seo 
ret Wisdom will be secret no more! Then tra 
will men realise that they are Sons of God! 
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ALMOST since the world began there 
has come to man a whisper faint as the beat 
of human hearts, or the sound of distant 
seas. A whisper whioh hinted of secret 
things, of veiled truths, of immortal bliss, 
of magical knowledge. For countless ages men 
murmured of these things, whispering them in 
the silence of the Sanotuary, guarding them 
with their very life‘’s blood, confiding in 
none, save those found worthy to be initiat-— 
ed into the sacred mysteries. 


Initiation into "The Mysteries" was 
no light thing. It is still no light thing, 
despite anything that may be said to the con 
~trary. Always it has been shronded in mys~ 
tery and secrecy, and from those to whom In- 
itiation was given the most terrible vows of 
silence concerning what was seen or heard 
within the temple were extraoted. 


Further, Initiation was not a single 
ceremony, but rather a series of ceremonies 
in each of which the candidate received fur- 
ther "Light" and between these ceremonies a 
considerable time elapsed, during which the 
Initiate was expected to imbibe the know-— 
ledge he or she had received. 


These Initiation Ceremonies have al- 
ways been elaborate affairs, in which regalia 
and ritual played a tremendous part, together . 
with the circumambulations, the oonjurat— 
fons and suffumigations in the exaltation of 
the mind, the imagination and the soul of the 
candidate. Indeed, these ceremonies were 
deliberately Sos tgned to just that one end. 
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Further, no one who has ever passed 
through Initiation Ceremonies willdeny their 
efficacy, particularly if those who were in 
charge possessed the essentially necessary 
“presence” and personality. 


If the temple be hallowed with the 
dedications of those who have trod the same 
Path before us, and if those who direct the 
proceedings be men of worth and dignity, then 
Ceremonial Magic, with its beauty, its tran— 
scendental powers of lifting us to the 
heights will be something we shall not soon 
forget. 


The solemn stateliness, the incompar 
~able magnificence of it all will be some- 
thing that -— even if only for a brief moment 
or so «- we shall remember and revere for all 
time. If Real Initiation has been given,if, 
to the consciousness of the seeker has come 
"The Light", from then on life has for him 
or her a new meaning, a new purpose, _a new 
hope. .- 


THE VEIL OF THE TEMPLE IS LIFTED 


In these more modern days the veil 
of the temple has been lifted and much of the 
ceremonial surrounding Magical truths has 
been made public property. The sacred rites 
and ceremonies have been revealed to the 
vulgar gaze. For the price of a popular nov 
~el, anyone may now read of them, may know 
something of the outward and visible form of 
the inner, invisible truths. 


Of late, western initiates have ap- 
parently thought but lightly of their sacred, 
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their inviolable vows. Terrible ~ awful 
vows ~ taken in the temple of their initiat~- 
ion, vows in which they pledged themselves 
never to reveal that which had been and which 
was to be, made known to them. 


Not one, but several of these west- 
ern initiates, and among them some of the 
best known expositors of Magic living today, 
suoh as Israel Regardie, Dion Fortune, Al— 
eister Crowley to mention but three, have 
seen fit to reveal, through press articles 
and books, these outer ceremonies of Magic. 
Whether such revelation is justified or not 
is not for me to say. Suffioe it that each 
of these writers without doubt, feel that 
they had sufficient justification and that 
the making of the revelations was warranted. 


Israel Regardie has set forth his 
reasons for revealing these things in a long 
article which he specially wrote for me, and 
hich I published in the pages of the “Gold- 
en Dawn" Magazine. Aleister Crowley, as is 
well known, published much of what had hith- 
erto always been considered secret. Whether 
this is so there are many who will doubt. I 
myself have heard it stated and have seen it 
in print, that both MacGregor Mathers and 
Wynn Westcott had published much of what was 
supposed to be very secret. 


As for Dion Fortune, who is well. 
known both for her writings and her practic- 
al work — she is Warden of the Occult Frater 
—nity "The Inner Light" — she has stated on 
Several occasions that she nolonger believes 
in concealment. She gives her reasons for 
his in her very fine book "The Mystical Qab 
—alah". On page 26, para. 21, she writes as 
follows : "For my part I believe that this 
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selfishness and exolusiveness is the bane of 
the Oocult movement rather than its safe~ 
guard. It is the old sin of retaining the 
knowledge of God in the hands of »# priest— 
hood and denying it to all outside the sacred 
Olan; justifiable enough when the people were 
savages, but unjustifiable in the case of 
the modern student. For when all is said and 
done, the desired information oan be worked 
out from existing literature by those who 
care to take the trouble, or purohased plain 
-ly set forth by those who oan afford high 
prices for books now rare. Surely the pos— 
session of ample time and ample oash should 
not be the test of the fitness to obtain the 
Sacred Wisdom?® | 


There oan be little doubt that there 
will be many who entirely agree with the 
sentiments that she so ably expresses. At 
the same time it is interesting to note that 
4n another part of the same book — page 22, 
para.10 — she comments on the breaking of 
Initiation oaths as follows: "The breaking 
of an initiation oath is a serious matter, 
and a thing that I, for my part, do not care 
to dos; but I admit of no authority that de- 
bars me from collecting and collating all 
available material that has been published 
upon any subject « « « 


As I have already stated, whether 
these writers are justificd either in break- 
ing their oaths or in revealing the outer 
forms of initiation ceremonies,is not for me 
to say; "Judge not, lest ye be judged" is a wise 
thing to remember. I can, however, say this: 
not one of these writers, despite anything 
that may be said to the contrary, has reveal 
~ed any part of Real Magic, and this for the 
simplest of reasons. Revealing the outer, 
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the visible forms andthe ritual of these 
Magical ceremonies which surround and shroud 
in mystery initiation, does NOT, and CANNOT, 
reveal the secrets of Magic. 


MAGTIC DEFINED 
WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT 


Perhaps at this juncture it would be 
as well if we attempted some definitio: or 
definitions, of the meaning of Magic. I say 
definition or definitions simply because 
Magic has been defined a thousand times and 
in as many different ways. To the great mass 
of people the word Magic conjures up the 
most absurd nonsense, though be it noted that 
there have always been those whowere willing 
to exploit for commercial or other ends, the 
foolish notions entertained by the many. 


Net one, but almost all the prinoip— 
al writers on this subjeot have found it 
necessary to disolaim that they were writing 
of Witchsraft, Pagan rites, cx Demonolygy — 
80 closely are these things linked with Magic 
in the minds of the people to the exclusion 
of nearly all other aspects. 


We might begin our search for a def- 
inition of the meaning of Magic by consider- 
ing the statements of some of the foremost 
writers of today. For example, witness Israel 
Regardie in his “The Tree of Life", page 31, 
when he says, "Needless to say then, whun 
I speak of Magic I have reference to the 
divine Theurgy praised and reverenced by an— 
tiquity. It is of a quest spiritual and 
divine that I write; 2 task of self-creation 
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and re-wintegration, the bringing into human 
life of something eternal and enduring. Magic 
is NOT that popularly coonoeived practice 
which is the ohild of halluoination begotten 
by savage ignorance, and which panders to the 
lusts of a depraved mankind. . 


"Because of the ignorant ee 
of charlatans and the reticence of its ; 
soribes and authorities, Magic far centuries 
has been unduly confused with Witchcraft an¢ 
Demonolatry. With the exception of but a few 
works which have either been too specialised 
in their appeal or distinctly unsuitable fo 
the general public, nothing has hitherto 
been issued to act as a definitive statement 
of what Magic really is. 


‘This work does not pretend to dea 
in any way with love charms, philtres and 
potions, nor with amulets preventing one's 
neighbour's cow from giving milk, robbing 
him of his wife, or to ascertain the where— 
abouts of gold and hidden treasure .. .with 
this aspect of things this study has naught 
todo .. . but if any man is anxious t°°*) 
-—cover the eternal font wherefrom the flame 
of Godhead springs, should there be one who 
is desirous of awakening in himself a more 
noble and lofty consciousness of the spirit 
and within whose heart burns the aspiration 
to dedicate his life to the service of man 
kind, let such an one turn sagerky to Magic 
In its techniques, peradventure, may be foun 
the means to the fulfilment of the loftiest 
dreams of the soul". 


Or again, in that exceedingly inter- 
esting book "“Theurgy" written by a ve 
great authority on the Qabalah ~E.J.Langford 
Garstin — we find him saying, "Many people 
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fight shy of Occultism (Magic) beoause of its 
undesirable association in their minds with 
oredulity and superstition, neurotics and 
hysteria, oharlatanism and fraud, and because 
they are aocustomed to regard what genuine 
residuum there may be left as consisting in 
undesirable and dangerous practices". 


own position, as Editor of the 
"Golden Dawn" and as Founder-—Principal of 
"The Brothers Of The Path", with world-wide 
membership, enables me to know that both 
these and other writers are justified in 
such statements. 


Credulity, ignoranoe and superstit-— 
ien are, as I know only too well, as rife 
today as they were in the middle ages and to 
which the grimoires of that time bear such 
exoellent testimony. In all ages, - and the 
present is no exception -— have suoh oredul- 
ous, ignorant and superstitious people exist 
ed. In all ages, and probably more espeo- 
ially in the present age, have quacks, frauds 
and charlatans battenced upon them. To a 
certain extent those who have never contacted 
nor inany way made acquaintance with genuine 
teachings are to be exoused. More particul-— 
arly is this so when what little knowledge 
they have is derived from so-called occult 
organisations, devoid in almost all cases of 
both knowledge and authority to teach — es- 
pecially those of America — which issue 
luridly fasoinating advertisements claiming 
to confer on their students "strange powers" 
supposed to be taught by equally strange 
"hidden masters" living in those weird and 
wonderful "secret monasteries" of that moh- 
maligned country, Tibet. 


If I may be permitted to digress: 
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just why Tibet should be chosen as the 
country from which this nonsense is supposed 
to emanate it beyond me. Of this I am sure, 
none who have visited Tibet with its more or 
less filthy and illiterate populace are ever 
likely to be deceived, though I imagine that 
they who issue these intellectually revolt— 
ing advertisements know only too well that 
few, if any, of their dupes are ever likely 
to visit the place, and thus learn something 
of the truth. 


Of this we can at least be sures: 
Magic has naught incommon with the fantastio 
nonsense these oharlatans write about in 
their equally fantastic advertisements and 
neither does it necessarily emanate from 
Tibet. 


It is, on the contrary, olaimed by 
those who have some risht to speak on the 
subject that Magio“is the wisdom and philos— 
ophy of Nature, and a knowledge of the works 
of God and their effeot". 


Paracelsus, ‘for sxample, says of it 
in his "De Phiiscsophia Oscuita" - "It is a 
most seoret and hidden soience of super= 
natural things in the earth, that whatsoever 
is impossible tobe found out byman’s reason, 
may by this Art, that is pure and undefil~ 
eda". 


Langford Garstin says of it that it 
is: "The Science or Art of Divine Works" and 
it is the same as the Telestic or Perfeoting 
Work. In alohemy i% is called the "Great 
Work" which is the purification and exaltat— 
ion of the lower nature by the proper applic~— 
ation of scientifio prinoiples, so that it 
may become united with its higher counterpart, 
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whereby the individual may attain Spiritual, 
and ultimately to Divine, Consoiousness. 


In his "Tertium Organum", P.D. Ous— 
pensky calls it “expansion of consciousness". 
Lastly we have Israel Regardie's definition 
when he says in his "The Tree of Life", page 
30, "Magic . . is . . a system in which the 
Ceremonial details .. . are deliberately in 
=—<tended for the exaltation of the imaginat— 
ion and the soul, with the utter transcending 
of the normal train of thought". 


We now have some idea from the state 
ements and definitions given what Magio is, 
and what Magic is not, therefore it will be 
wise to attempt the co-relating of these to 
the end that we can have aolear idea of what 
Magio really is. 


At the outset then, we have the con 
sidered statements of leading writers and 
authorities that Magic is not to be confused 
with Demonology, Witchcralt, eto., — these 
kindred stupid and foul practices rightly 
deserve the opprobrium of all well-—intention 
—~cd people. BLACK Magio as these practices 
are sometimes called, is undoubtedly very 
real, very efficacious and decidedly danger-— 
ous. Whoever is foolish enough to experiment 
with, or make use of them, will, in the long 
run, suffer — of that no one who has any ac~ 
quaintance with the subject will doubt. For 
the purposes of this article however, we are 
concerned only with Magic proper — White 
gic as it is sometimes called. 


A oonsideration of the definitions 
given of Magic leaves us with the olear idea 
that Magic is "aquest, spiritual and divine, of 
the works of God anda purification of the 
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lower nature by the proper application of 
scientific principles". 


This divine quest, this purification 
of the lower nature, in which the exaltation 
of both the imagination and the soul of man 
is essential, is greatly aided by the ritual 
of Ceremonial Magic, which does bring about 
what Ouspensky has called the “expansion of 
consciousness". It is this expansion of con 
-sciousness — which must utterly transcend 
the normal - that enables the initiate to 
comprehend the real meaning of Magic. 


PRE-REQUISITE CONDITIONS ~ 


OF "EXPANDED CONSCIOUSNESS" 


* 


Now it must at once be self— evident 


to the reader that before he or she is ready 
for this expansion of consciousness there are 
many pre-requisite conditions. 


To enter into a divine and spiritual 
quest of the works of God and; above all, to 
take the first step in this quest, that of 
attempting the purification of the lower. nat 
-ure by the proper application of Scientific 
principles, presupposes 2 sound knowledge of 
the principles of Analytical Psychology. . 


| 


1 
r 


. : 
In his book "The Middle Pillar" 


- beautifully produced and published by the 
Aries Press — Isroel Regardie has most ably 
demonstrated the cosrelation of the prin- 
Ciples of Analyticai Psychology with the el-— 
enentary techniques of Magic. 


On page 16 he says, “Analytical 
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Psychology and Magic comprise in my estimat— 
ion two halves or aspeots of a single tech 
nical system. Just as the body and mind are 
not two separate units, but are simply the 
dual manifestations of an interior dynamic 
*something’ so psychology and Magic comprise 
Similarly a single system whose goal is the 
integration of the human personality. Its 
aim is to unify the different departments and 
functions of man’s being, to bring into oper 
—2tion those which previously for various 
reasons were latent". 


I imagine that there will be but few 
who will disagree with that statement and I 
have no hesitation in strongly urging stud- 
ents to read "The Middle Pillar". They will 
ado so both with pleasure and profit. 


It has been said over and over again 
that Magic oannot be ‘given’ tothe aspirant. 
That it is essential that he or she shall 
undergo a specific training and that he or 
she must pass through the various ceremonial 
and ritualistic grades of initiation. [Even 
then, there is no guarantee that the meaning 
of Magic will be comprehended by the init- 
iate. Initiation is very much like vacoinat- 
ion -— it is either negative or positive in 
its results. 


If we consider again the statements 
just made with reference to Analytical Psy— 
chology it will be evident thatupto a point 
our ‘divine and spiritual quest® oan be un- 
dertaken without outside help or assistance, 
and we might well regard such self—training 
as a preparation to ceremonial initiation. 


There are dozens of excellent books 
which will enable evcryone of average ine 
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telligence to safely pursue a course of self 
“analysis but just as soon as that analysis 
has been mate, just as soon as we desire that 
"expanded consciousness", just as soon shall 
we find ourselves ready for initiation and, 
despite all the revelations of which I made 
mention inthe preceding part of this article 
we shall not find that initiation will be 
given us simply because we have received a 
theoretical knowledge of its outer forms and 
ceremonies. As I have already stated, re- 
vealing the outer forms of the initiation 
ceremonies does not reveal to us the meaning 
of Magic. 


‘ It is not my intention to have my 
readers believe that much useful knowledge 
cannot be garnered by reading books and by 
taking oorrespondence courses. The works of 
Israel Regardie, of Dion Fortune, and of 
Langford Garstin contain much more than mere 
-ly useful information. Selective reading, 
reading which discriminates between what is 
sound and what is nonsense, can help one 
enormously, at the same time there is grave 
denger of falling a victim to mental in- 
digestion through reading indiscriminately, 
for true it is that almost sixty out of every 
hundred books published dealing with the sub 
-ject of Magic are sheer rubbish. The moral 
is obvious. 


When it comes to taking correspond— 
ence courses, then even greater discriminat— 
ion is necessary. In England I know of only 
two really genuine schools; my own organisat 
~ion ~ The Brothers of The Path-—and that of 
Dion Fortune — The Fraternity of the Inner 
Light. Of American schools I do not consid— 
er myself competent to speak, having but lit— 
tle, if any acquaintance with them: though I 
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do know of many in America which are neither 
more nor less than commercial concerns having 
neither real knowledge nor authority with 
which to enable themtoteach that which they 
s0 glibly describe in their advertisements. 


Having once reached th=t st-¢ce when 
the decision to pursue the divine quest has 
been made, then the student will find himself 
faced with the need to choose the Path he in 
—tends to traverse. 


There are many systems which ptport 
to train the mind of the aspirant along right 
channels and doubtless each has something of 
value; that value will, however, only be re- 
alised if the system it teaches is carried 
out in its entirety. To flit from one system 
to another, to nibble here and nibble there 
is worse than useless. Indced, there is con 
siderable danger attached to such a procec- 
WUE eo 


Choose your system -weigh its advan- 
tages and disadvantages - and let your good 
sound commonsense guide you accordingly, and 
then if the time arrives when you find your- 
self ready for ritual initiation, seek and 
accept it. 


During the time in which you will ye: 
passing through the various grades, you will 
learn much of the tremendous vitalising, up-— 
Lifting power of ceremonial magic, much of 
its transcendental beauty, and much of its 
meanings but, — of the meaning of Magic, that 
is something you will not learn in the Sano- 
tuary ceremonies, beautiful and ennobling 
though they be. 


In « book, the exquisite beauty of 
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which I shall not soon forget ="Green Fields 
of England" by Clare Cameron, occur these 
words, “They are not many, those who have 
no secret garden of the mind. For this gar- 
den alone oan give refreshment when life is 
barren of peace or sustenance or satisfact— 
ory answer. Such Sanotuaries may be reached 
by @ certain philosophy or faith, by the 
guidance of a beloved author or an under— 
standing friend, by way of the temples of 
Music and Art, or by groping after truth 
through the vast kingdoms of knowledge. They 
encompass almost always truth and beauty, and 
are radiant with the light that never was on 
sea or land". 


If you, dear reader, have such 4 sec 
-ret garden of the mind, seek there for the 
Meaning of Magic. 


DO THE MAS TERS | a ee ee ss 


One of the principal tenets of Oc-— 
cultism is that of man’s evolutionary prog- 
ress from imperfection, through successive 
lives, each capable of being lived in higher 
states of physical, mental and spiritual ex- 
istence, until the GOAL is attained and ab- 
solute perfection realised through absorption 
into the ONE ~ the Father of All. 


From this tenet it is logical to con 
—<clude that man cannot attain absolute per- 
fection in one brief span ofearth existence; 
consequently many lives will be required, 
each of which will contribute its quota to 
the final perfected man. Obviously the doc 
trine of re—birth is implied — and accepted 
- by all who embrace the general tenets of 
occultism. 


Implioit in this dootrine of re—birth 
or re~incarnation is the need for a Law of 
Justice, which will ensure that we reap what 
we have sown in the inoarnations we have ex 
perienced and in which we are now living. Fur 
«ther, that such reaping should be accounted 
to the debit and the credit sides ofthe led- 
ger of life. 


. This Law of Justioe is, in occult 
terminology, referred to as the Law of Karma 
and embodies the principles of Cause and Effect. 
Wiiat we are in this present inoarnation is 
the effect of those causes that operated in 
previous lives. Whatever of go00d or evil 
is in ws now is so as the sum total of our 
previous lives, thus ~ our physical, our men 
=-tal and our spiritual stature are the net re— 
sult of our striving, ovr faults, our way of 
living, in the lives that have gone before. 


29 


THE WAY or AN INITIATE 


Elsewhere in this book I have dealt 
with this question and need not dwell fur- 
ther upon it here. I have essayed this brief 
explanation merely to show cause for accept— 
ance of the idea outlined above — that man’s 
lives are means whereby he is enabled to fol~ 
low in the steps of the Master! In short — 
that the evolutionary progress of mankind 
will demonstrate beyond doubt that the Mast— 
ers do exist! 


THE NEED FOR CORRECT TERMINOLOGY 


The last twenty-five years have wit— 
nessed a tremendous growth of interest in 
what is generally called occult knowledge and 
corresponding to this growth of interest, 
there has been a spate of occult books, some 
good, some indifferent, and some ~— decidedly 
bad. : 


As a natural result much terminolog— 
ical confusion has arisen and this is partic-— 


ularly so whenever "The Masters” are dis—— 
cussed. It is never quite clsar to the read 
-~er whether a "Master" is a subjective plane 
concept as is "God" -—and thus without physic 


-al1 form or attributes —~or whether he is 2 Be-— 
ing incarnated on the physical plane and pos 
~sessed of supernormal powers. » 


By some writers the Masters are re- 
garded as but little inferior to the Deity; 
by others as supermen who have but mastered 
most of life*s difficulties. There exists 
also in their writings a curious mixture of 
Eastern and Western coozis terminology. Thus 
it is that we find the Masters variously desorib 
~ed in Eastern terminology as Yogis, Buddhas, 
Rishis, Maharishis and Mahatmas. In Western 
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terminology they are described as Masters, 
Master—Occultists, Great Initiates, Adepts, 
Masters of Wisdom, Christs, World-Leaders, 
World Teachers, Saviours, Redeemers, Great 
Souls, and Elder Brothers. Confusion does 
not, however, end here, for we find that much 
of this so-called Western terminology is not 
Western at all. In actual fact, it is neith 
-er Western nor Eastern terminology but con 
—tains something of both. It might well be 
described as Theosophical, as it trvly is. 


It will readily be realised that this 
confusion of terminology has led to really 
serious and grave misconceptions of the true 
nature of the Masters, simply because their 
hierarchical position .s not properly apprec-— 
iated or understood, and thus, in the mind of 
the student, there is a lessening of Their im 
=portance in the Cosmic Scheme. 


The purpose of this paper is not on- 
ly to substantiate the existence of the Mas-— 
ters, but also to establish Their place in the 
Cosmic hierarchy, and thus remove misconcep— 
tions capable of damaging the influence which 
& proper appreciation of these Divine Beings 
would have on the mind of the seeker. It must 
also be remembered that we are dealing with 
the subject from the point of view of the 
Western student. 


The Eastern Esoteric Tradition,as con 
-sideration will so easily show, i: unsuit— 
able for the Western student. Equally so, in 
my opinion, is the teaching of the Theosoph— 
ical Society and for the same reasons, These 
may be briefly summarised by saying that 
Eastern methods of training require an East- 
ern outlook and Eastern ways of living. With 
-out these, trouble will surely ensue for 
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the Western student pursuing Eastern methods 
of attainment. 


THE WESTERN ESOTERIC TRADITION 


It may be as well if we briefly con- 
sider the origin of the Western Traditionas, 
from such a consideration, Western students 
will realise their need for identification 
with the Western Esoteric Tradition. 


Most occult students are familiar 
with the story of Atlantis and the Three 
Major Cataclysms and how certain dwellers in 
Atlantis able to read the signs and portents 
of what was to be — emigrated before each one 
of these tremendous upheavals, taking with 
them much seoret knowledge of which they 
had cognisance. With each emigration went 
high Initiates armed with the authority of 
the Manu and they were thus able to found new 
Lodges. 


In a paper of this description, -1 
cannot enter into very great detail, but suf 
~ficient can be said to enable the reader to 
understand olearly the origin of the Western 
Esoteric Tradition and also to appreciate 
how a knowledge of that Tradition is neces— 
sary to us if we are to comprehend the hier— 
archical position of the Masters. 


For a complete and comprehensive un— 
derstanding of these things we should have 
to devote much time and stuty to the origin 
of the Mysteries and of the funotion of those 
whom we call Manus ~ themselves Masters in 
previous evolutionary periods of human con— 
sciousness. It would also be necessary for 
us to have a fairly good genera knowledge of 


32 


DO THE MASTERS EXIST? 


these evolutionary phases of humanity which 
have preceded this present phase and which 
were peopled by beings very different from 
those existing today. Occult science speaks 
of these beings as Root Races of which we are 
the Aryan or Fifth Root Race to inhabit this 
planet. 


As has been said, the Manus were Mas 
=—ters in these previous evolutionary periods 
and transmitted a force to their disciples 
which enabled them not only to raise con= 
sciousness, but also to contact the great Cos 
emic force which proceeds from the Logos. 


This latter is the force which, by 
means of Ritual Initiation, aspirants are en 
abled to contact. That force which is trans 
=—<mitted by a Manu is, in occult terminology, 
referred to as The Ray of the Manu. Each Manu 
works on a different Ray and is known as the 
Lord of The Ray. 


The Manus, as everything else, funot 
«ion under the aspects of the cosmic phases. 
The Logos of our system is a “three—in-one" 
and “one~in-—three" -— a triune entity of wis— 
dom, power and love. Thus it is that these 
three will evidence themselves in three phas 
mes 2 phase in which power is being built 
up, 2 phase in which wisdom is being gather 
ed and a phase in which fraternal love pre— 
dominates. These three Logoidal phases are 
the Rays of forces used by the Manus and it 
is from these that we get the Three Great 
Occult Traditions. 


The first of these Three Great Trad— 
itions came into being after the First Great 
Emigration from Atlantis and did so under the 
authority of the Manu who was Lord ofthe Ray 
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of Power. We need say little about this Trad- 
ition of Power as itis best left alone save by 
those who know well how to handle and controlits 
contacts. It can be, and is, very highly dan— 
gerous to the uninitiated. Its phenomena are 
such as to cause mental derangement unless 
handled with expert care. Knowledge ofthis Ray 
explains why Occultists donot look with favour 
on certain practices peculiar to spiritualism. 


The Second of these Three Great Oc— 
cult Traditions was founded after the second 
migration from Atlantis, and also depended 
for its authority on the Manu who was Lord of 
the Ray of Wisdom. It also possessed the 
knowledge contained in the First Great Oc#+ 
cult Tradition. These emigrants settled in 
Eastern lands and from themwe derive the Wis 
-~dom Religions of the East. This is the East 
-ern Tradition of which we have said it is un_ 
—suitable both mentally and physically for 
Western students. 


Lastly we come to the Third Great 

Occult Tradition, and it is to this we refer 

as the Western Esoteric Tradition. Those emi- 
.grants who left Atlantis just prior to the 
last great upheaval and who settled in the 
region of the Nile, brought with them the 

Sacred Books and Symbols to found another 
"Temple of the Sun" in the dark outer world 
to which they came. They too, worked under 

the authority of a Manu whose Ray was that 
of Love and Devotion. 


As I have said, the First Pmigrat— 
ion from Atlantis took place under the as— 
pect of Power, and its ultimate goal was the 
building up of Power. The Second Emigration 
took place under the aspect of Wisdom and its 
ultimate goal was Perfeot Wisdom. The Third 
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and Last Emigration occurred under the As 
pect of Love and its ideals are realised in 
Fraternal Equality, Tolerance, and Love. To 
understand fully the evolution of the Love 
Aspect of the Logos — it would well repay 
the student to devote some time toastudy of 
the last 3,000 years of Near East and Europ 
ean history, and to note the contaots made. 
by the Eastern and Western Traditions, hun— 
dreds of years ago. 


Further, by an understanding of the 
evolutionary progress of the Love Aspect, much 
light will be thrown on the present oatas-— 
trophic state of the world and pazttoulorly 
of Europes; as also on the philosophy, soci- 
ology and political systems which have been 
witnessed during the last 2,000 years. 


It will of course, be realised that 
those who left Atlantis inthe Third and last 
Emigration not only possessed the seoret wis—~ 
dom of the Third Tradition but also that of 
the First and Second Traditions. These last 
Immigrants had to pass through all three phas 
-—es of the Logoidal Consciousness until they 
had reached a level of culture whch corres— 
ponded to that ofthe parent civilisation and 
thus it is that the Western Tradition has 
Three Aspects. The First is the Nature As— 
pect, the Second is the Wisdom Aspect, and-- 
the Third is the Love, Devotional or Spirit- 
ual Aspect. These Aspects have, of course, im 
—portant correspondences, and each must be 
complementary to the other. The Nature As-= 
pect or Ray must be complemented by the Wis- 
dom Aspect or Ray of the Developed Intellect 
just as the Developed Intellect must be lit 
by the Inner Light which comes from the Spir 
—ituality of the Devotional Ray, and allThree 
Rays unite in the Sun. 
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As has been said, These Rays are As— 
pects of the Logos and obviously, therefore, 
the higher the attainment of the Initiates of 
These Rays, the greater will be their comprehen 
—sion of the Ultimate Goal. Having attained a 
certain stage, the Initiats is on a common level 
with Initiates of any orall Rays. It is only 
in the lower stages of their teachings that 
the secret schools diverge. 


THE EVOLUTION OF MAN 


Consideration of what has been said 
will provide a2 mental image of the ever un= 
folding upward life of man, in accordance 
with Divine Will, and we can therefore, under 
Stand the evolution of Power, Wisdom and Love 

to their present stage. Some of us in this 
long upward process, this evolutionary devel 
~opment, have already succeeded in passing our 
fellow men and are conscious of the unfold— 
ing of those higher senses ~latent in all of 
us. We are conscious also of those who are 
far below us in this evolutionary scale just 
a8 we are conscious of those who are far above 
us, and it is here, at this stage, that we 
can best appreciate that tenet of ocoultism 
of which we made mention in our opening para 
—graphs. 


We know also that our evolutionary 
progress is not confined to one life, that we 
have second chances given to us as well as 
many more tha: second chances. It is here 
also that we reaiise the need for a Law of 
Justice that enables us to understand why 
some are below us and some above us in this 
evolutionury schemc of things. We simply can 
—not help but be aware of the ordered grad-- 
ation of all evolving things. 
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The process of evolving from what to 
«diay we would regard as sub—human, to the high 
—est type of perfeoted man is a long and in- 
tricate one, covering many phases and stages. 
Further, we have to realise that there are 
Many planes of living and that this planet 
is NOT the highest plane on which the Real 
Self exists. Our early training in the out— 
er court will have shown us methods of ex- 
panding consciousness in order that we shall 
contact these higher planes and also, as we 
have said, that force which places us in touch 
by means of Ritual Initiation, with the great 
Cosmic force emanating from the Logos. It is 
thus man progresses until final absorption 
into the Ones Gods Father of All. 


In order to obtain a comprehensive 
knowledge and understanding of man*s evolut— 
jonary progress it would be necessary to 
Study the Root Races briefly referred to ear— 
lier in this paper. From such a study ve 
Should realise that the ‘man* of the first 
Root Race had neither form nor mind as we 
today know and understand these terms. Some 
scholars even aver that this First Root Race 
of humanity never did achieve the physical 
body but had their being on the etheric 
planes. Be that as it may — nothing we can 
imagine would do more than remotely approx 
=—imate to the *people* of this First Root 
Race. 


Consciousness was not individualised 
but was an attribute of the Group Soul; ex- 
actly as today we see in the animal world 
evidences of the workings ofthe Group ‘“7"".. 
Witness, for examvle, its operation in the 
world of the arts and in the migration of 
birds. These cre not possessed of an indiv- 


idualised cons: ousness.e 
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Instead they obey a consciousness 
common to the world or group in which they 
have their being and which alone directs 
their habits and aotions. 


Individual consciousness was but 
s lowly developed and when some degree of free 
-—iom from control of the group consciousness 
manifested itself, the Logos sought the aid 
of those who had attained in previous evolut 
-ions and whom we call Manus and, by a pro= 
cess that might best be described as tele— 
pathic suggestion, caused evolving humanity 
to peroeive mentally certain sensory images, 
thus saving much time and labour for them, 
Without such help humanity would need to have 
perceived these things by the method of act— 
ual experience. This evolutionary develop= 
ment, with its growth of ‘individual conscious 
ness, naturally overcame any influences wie 
“ed by the Group consciousness and thus the 
link between humanity, the group oonsoiousml 
ness and the Logos was lost. It was later a 
funotion of the Manus to restore this link, 
and they did so by connecting the consciou 
mind with the unconscious mind,thus again 
-ing man to the Logos and restoring Cosmi 
control. 


These same Manus, sometimes referre 
to as ‘High Priests after the Order of Mel 
chisedek* again appeared to humanity dur 
ing the Atlantean Period, building them 
selves physical vehicles in order to commun 
icate with man. It should here be notice 
that the physical vehicles which they buil 
without human assistance ~ for they were no’ 
"born of woman' —were uo uusu*ted tothe hig 
-ly evolved forces which possessed them tha 
they could be held together only for shor 
periods and often disintegrated instantan 
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eously. It is this phenomenon which aocounts 
for the sudden appearances and disappearan- 
ces of the Masters and which forms part of 
all primitive tradition. During this furth- 
er contact with humanity they gathered around 
them certain oarefully chosen students and 
then proceeded to develop their faculties in 
order that they could oompfehend the know- 
ledge which they ~the Manus — had to impart. 
Later they withdrew to the higher planes 
which do not require them to function in a 
physical body, leaving their chosen students 
to pass on to others the same training they 
had themselves received. 


Evolutionary progress thus continued 
and, in due course, these chosen ones of the 
Manus were themselves sufficiently evolved 
beyond the need to incarnate on the physical 
plane, and in turn took the place of their teach 
=-ers — the Manus —~These latter retreating to 
higher planes. These chosen ones of the Manus 
are referred to as Lords of Humanity and upon 
them devolved the task of initiating their own 
people. Beginning with these Lords of Humane 
ity, and in descending order, we can follow 
that which we have referred to as the hicer-= 
archical system. 


As each new phase ofevolution is en- 
tered upon, a Lord of Humanity re-incarnates 
again on this earth planet and by precept 
and example gives to the people anew concept 
of human ideals and perfection. These id— 
eals and this perfection are the standards 
by which they can measure their lives in 
terms of evolutionary progress. This new 
concept is the ‘Way of Living’ which all ad- 
vanced souls in each phase of evolution will 
adopt as their own. The Incarnating Lord of 
Humanity i:as shewn the way. 
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This ‘shewing the Way* is not the 
limit of their work however for with each new 
phase of evolution there is left 2 residue of 
error and it is their function to take upon 
themselves the clearing of this residue. 
They die the ‘Sacrificial Death* that we 
might live, and they do so in atonement for 
all residue of previous error. They are then 
Saviours and Redeemers of mankind as weil as 
Great Exemplars. They have become imbued 
with the Christ Consciousness and in the Act 
of Redemption become the Star Logos of the 
Rey upon which they operate and thus the Mas- 
ter of Masters of that Ray. Such Redeemers and 
Saviours having passed through the Sacrific~- 
ial Deathdo NOT again reeincarnate on earth, 
but become one of the Seven Spirits beforethe 
Throne. Such an one was Jesus the Christ; 
such an one was Krishna and Osiris; all are 
higher inthe hierarchical grades than those 
Masters who have not died the Ssortficial 
Death. 


THE MEANING OF THE "CHRIST CONSCIOUSNESS" 


From the foregoing it will be clear 
to the reader that the Christ is not, cannot, 
and never will be ~a personality. Neither has 
He ever been & personality, nor even individ 
—ualised. The Christ is that aspect of the 
Logoidal force which regenerates and which re 
—conciles. As such, it is referred to as the 
Cosmic Christ, thus distinguishing it from the 
manifestation of that force wave coming through 
the channel of a Redeemer's consciousness. 
The Christ Aspect of the Logoidal force is 
that which has functioned through ALL who have 
been Saviours of the World and Redeemers of 
its sins. For us in the West — Jesus is that 
Christ — AND NONE OTHER. For us in the West, 
Jesus is the Saviour, the Redeemer and ONLY 
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through Him can we attain. "I am the Way, 
the Truth and the Life™ and, He is so, because 
He is the Christ of the Western Esoteric Trad 
-ition. It is on His Ray that we attain, 
through Fraternal Love and Spiritual Devot— 
ion, the Ideal of Perfection that we so pain 
efully labour to achieve. 


It may be asked at this juncture how 
it is possible for psychics to report that 
the Master Jesus is living here or there at 
this present time and on our planet. The an- 
Swer is that He is not. What the psychic 
sees is but a personification of the Master 
Jesus ~ actually it is a thought form in the 
consciousness of the Star Logos and is being 
used as a means of focussing His Ray. A per 
—sonification is not the same as a personal~ 
ity as all occultists should know. A Mas- 
ter‘*s body is illusory and what would seem 
to be an actual incarnation is but an image 
which the individuality builds in order to 
manifest upon the material plane. 


It will then be clear, that unless a 
Master has died the Sacrificial Death, unless 
He is a Saviour and Redeemer, He is NOT a 
Christ and cannot be Master of Masters or 
Star Logos. He who is Lord of the Ray is the 
Christ and thus for us of the West, Jesus is 
the Christ, through Whom we shall know God. 
He is our Saviour, our Redeemer. This fact 
docs not, however, prevent the oocultist from 
recognising the other great Saviours and it 
is for this reason that ococultism can and 
does embrace all sects, all creeds, all col- 
ours, and all religions. The occultist knows 
that each and all are striving for the same 
end. This Way is suitable for some and That 
Way for others and ALL Ways ultimately con~ 
verge into the One. High Initiates who stand 
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on common ground, have no divergences =— for 
They Know. | 


THE GRADATIONS OF THE MASTERS 


Perhaps much of that confusion of ter 
eminology which I mentioned in the opening 
paragraphs of this paper, arisesfrom lack of 
appreciation of what constitutes a Master. 
For example, I have shewn very clearly thatnot 
all Masters are entitled to the same hierar 
chical grade as are Jesus, Krishna and Osiris. 
Each of these died the Sacrificial Death and 
because of this are Lords of the Ray upon 
which the other Masters of that Ray operate. — 


| 
Below the Lords of the Ray are the 
Greater Masters who are Regenerators, but 
not Saviours or Redeemers. Gautama, who gave 
the Law to Asia, Paul, who gave the Law to 
Europe, and Mohammed who gave the Law to Af— 
rica. The influence of these Greater Mas— 
ters is seen in the operation of the con- 
scious mind of man, but the Christ influence 
is felt by the UNconsocious mind of man. 


Then there is that body of "just men 
made perfect" who have, by the Way of the 
Cross =— the Path to glorious attainment ~ be 
-—come "Saints in Heaven" and dwell notin the 
flesh but only in the Spirit. They it is 
' whom we o211 the ‘Lesser Misters' and who 
are with the Great Company of Heaven, the 
angels and archangeis, condi who have passed 
beyond the power cof the Wheei of Birth and 
Death. © 


It will be obsurved that the Master 
of Masters who is Lord of the Ray and his 
Grcater and Lesser Masters who operate on 
that Ray move, and have their being, on subjeco 
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tive planes. For these, and these alone, 
do we reserve the title of - MASTER. 


When we come to a consideration of 
those who dwell onthe objective plane «those 
who possess physioal bodies -we do NOT refer 
to them as Masters but as Adepts. True it 
is that they have "Mastered" the lessons 
which earth has to teach and have passed be-= 
yond the stage of evolution as yet reached 
on this planet. This notwithstanding, we re— 
fer to them as Adepts, and do NOT regard them 
as Divine Beings. They are the Elder Breth~ 
ren to whom we can turnand find Illumination 
and the Waye 


After these Elder Brethren who ‘dwell 
within the Temple’ are members of the Inner 
Court known as Initiates, and below these 
come the grades of Brother, Neophyte, Dedic- 
and. In the Outer Court will be found the 
Server and the Seeker and beyond the outer 
courts, ‘those who dwell in darkness*. 


Do the Masters Exist? We oan know 
that only by treading the Path, by following 
the steps of the Masters and by mystical ex— 
perience. There are no other ways —there is 
no other proof. Did He not say — "Seek and 
ye shall find — Knock and it shall be opened 
unto you"? 
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REINCARNATION 
THE RATICNALE OF ##REINCARNATION 


What is really meant by the Ration 
ale of Reincarnation? We mean that Reincarn 
-ation can be supported by logical reasons; 
that, in short, a logical case can be stated 
for holding Reincarnation as one of our cher= 
ished beliefs. 


Think of the many times you have ask 
ed or have been asked the'questions: Why 
does poverty exist? Why are people unhappy? 
What is the reason for the obvious inequal— 
ities of life that exist around us? Why do 
tovely children die? For what reason is suf- 
fering permitted? Can you offer a logical 
or a satisfactory answer to ANY of these 
Questions unless you turn to Reincarnation 
to supply it? I think not. 


I am aware af course, that answers 
to these questions CAN be given, that each 
religion will answer them in its own special 
way. Even so, will these answers be logic— 
al? Will they be satisfactory to the great 
majority of thinking men and women? You will 
agree that my questions will have to be ans=— 
wered in the negative. 


What then, are the logical reasons 
for believing in Reincarnation? These are 
many and various but, beyond and above them 
all, Reincarnation does explain the fright— 
ful inequalities, the suffering, the poverty 
and the horrors by which human life is af 
flicted. It does offer a chance of redemp~ 
tion tothe hardened sinner who dies with trag 
wic suddenness inthe midst of his sins with~ 
out time for repentance. It does explain 
the reason we must die. It does offer a 
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reason for genius, for infantile prodigies, 
and finally it does offer a logical explan- 
ation of how it is that the least worthy 
among us seem to be the most blessed and the 
most worthy seem to be afflicted with pain, 
poverty and disease. 


Speaking for myself — these reasons 
a@lone would be sufficient for me to accept 
Reincarnation but, there are many more and 
weightier reasons forits acoeptance, of which 
more anon. 


What are the fundamentals of Reincarn 
W-ation? What actually is Reincarnation? To 
answer these questions fully and completely 
might well require several volumes; this, 
however, We can say: Reincarnation is not, 
by any means, the complicated theory that it 
has been made to appear. Instead it is a 
simple doctrine which has its roots in the 
belief that the soul is indestructible. A 
doctrine which at once explains the mystery 
-of the descent, the progress and the destiny 
of the human soul, by so natural and logical 
@ method that, it has not only dominated the 
ingenuous minds of practically all the prim— 
itive races, but has also become a permanent 
and influential philosophy among the enlight 
“ened and cultured people of today. As I 
have said before, it is a doctrine at once 
satisfying and logical. 


If we accept it, we shall accept the 
fact that the soul is not born into this pres 
-ent life as an entirely new creation, with— 
out experience either of ‘*goodness*® or of 
*sin'. Instead, we shail know that it is re- 
born after a series of previous existences 
in which it has aoquired all its inherent 
peculiarities, and that this present life is 
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but a further stage in preparing it for its 
final absorption into the heart of ail 
things « 


The newly born soul is not a clean 
slate on which the beginning and ending, the 
Alpha and Omega of all experiences shall be 
written. Neither is it just a mere cohesion 
of atomic forces into a brief personality 
that shall soon be dissolved again into the 
elements from whence it came. Rather is it 
inscribed with ancestral histories, perhaps 
of Kings and Princes, of Priests and Prophets 
or, who knows, perhaps with those of beggar 
and thief; of tyrant and plunderer; of saint 
or of sinner. 


There are those who profess %o know 
the history of their past lives - and who 
shall deny them? ~yet it is passing strange, 
and renders much dis-service to ‘The Causc* 
that human pride and human vanity so far 
clouds memory that only records of lives as 
Kings and Noblemen, Potentates and Princes 
are recalled. What perhaps is even more remark 
-able, is that almost always those whoclaim to 
know, should have spent most of these former 
élevated lives in the land of the Pharaohs 
or at least have shared in that glory which 
was Greece. So be it = it is not*for me, or 
for that matter, anyone, to deny consolation 
to the wounded pride and vanity which Adler 
would have said was manifesting itself in an 
inferiority complex — and whose origin he 
would have sought in the lowly position oc- 
cupied today. Did not that "dear troubadour 
of pessimism" — Omar Khayyam write: 


*£h love, couldst thou and I wtkth Pate 
conspire to change this sorry scheme of 
things entire, would not we shatter it 
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to bits, and then remould it, nearer to 
the heart's desire?’® 


And, if this be not possible in aid 
life ~ who shall prevent imagination becoming 
our all too vivid ally and, with its help, 


changing the sorry scheme of previous exist— 
ences? : : 


But =I am digressing — for which I 
crave your indulgence. Of this we can at 
least be sure — that few there be with abile 
ity and training sufficient toenable them to 
know these things. The record of the human 
souliswisely hidden for it is not good that 
all and sundry should have such understand- 
ing. For those who are initiated into the 
mysteries of the human soul, its inscript- 
ions will go far to revealing themselves in 
‘the conduct and in the attitude of mind and 
the way of life manifested in each incarnate- 
ion. Further, as each incarnation is lived 
through, bringing with it new experiences by 
which the soul is educated, so do they etch 
their marks upon it ~there to be seen in all 
the lives that are to follow. — 


Those attributes of character that 
we now possess, the qualities of body — mind 
- soul which are ours, are so as a result of 
opportunities given in previous existences. 
We have the inheritance we deserve. 


"The moving finger writes, and having 
writ, moves on, and all thy piety nor 
all thy wit shall lure it back to cancel 
half a line, nor all thy tears wash out 
a word of it*. 


In those lines of Omar Khayyam we 
have expressed to us the unchanging, immut- 
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able Law of Karma and, in the workings of 
that Law are perhaps found the most logical 
and satisfactory reasons for acceptance of. 
the doctrine of Reincarnatione We inherit 
that which we have earned = regrets, tears, - 
picty, wit, can today avail us not at all ~ 
we have received that which is our just due 
= we can expect nothing more, we shall re—. 
ceive nothing less. 


The conditions of today in which we 
live, move and have our being,..are not the 
result of some happy or miserable chance. We 
are not experiencing them by some freak of 
fate, rather are they existent because we our 
—selves engendered them in lives we lived 
long ago. In exactly the same way do we to-—. 
day create, according to the divine law of 
Karma, those conditions which shall be ours 
in lives still to be lived in the far dis-. 
tant future. 


The Law which decrees these things is 
inviolable — all must obey its dictates. The 
Lords of Karma know no favourites but grant 
unto all the same facilities for the growth 
of the Soul. Today you may be a King -—a 
Prophet or a Pricst ~ in the life of tomor- 
row ~ who knows? Be sure of this; that which 
you sow, you shall also reap. Truly is it 
written ~— God is not mocked. The exigencies 
of this life are compensated in the lives 
that must follow. Sufferings, pain, self-— 
denial — these go to the oredit side of the 
ledger and vice versa. Evil habits, wicked. 
@jness, cruelty —these are the things we must 
pay for — accounts must be squared, the led- 
ger must be balanocd and, why not? Who is 
there who shall complain? If life teaches 
us anything at all, it teaches the plain 
fact that right throughout all creation, Bal. 
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-—ance is the ideal after which we should 
strive. Balance implies Justice, and Justice 
knows neither severity nor meroy. 


With each new incarnation into the 
earthly personalities it must assume, the 
soul, the spiritual self, the essential ego, 
accumulates a fund of individual character 
which remains as the permanent thread string 
“ing together the separate lives. That we 
have forgotten those things which have con- 
tributed to this accumulated fund of individ 
-—ual character, that the causes of the pres— 
ent pleasures, pains, sadness and gladness, 
good things and bad things, ease and disease 
cannot be recalled, is not to say that they 
never existed nor is it disproof of them. 
Rather is it proof of justice, so that with 
each life we start fair, neither loaded with 
a knowledge of past errors, nor made care= 
less by the fact of previous goodness. 


Granting that the human soul remains 
permanent and indestructible throughout all 
and every change, we must agree that the doce= 
trine ofrebirth is the only one which yields 
for us a transcendental and a metaphysical 
explanation of the phenomena of life! 


What, after all, is rebirth but a 
form or method of evolution? — and if LT% be 
objected that being reborn to EARTH life is 
not evolution we can say that on the physic— 
al plane we can see its counterpart in the 
class-room. The student passes on to higher 
things only IF and WHEN he has absorbed the 
lessons taught in his particular class. Un= 
til they ARE absorbed he stays in that par~ 
ticular class. So with life and the lessons 
it has to teach us. They cannot be absorbed 
in one life and we cannot pass on to higher 
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realms until they have been absorbed = hence 
the reason for several lives. One is not suf 
@ficient in which to learn all that earthly 
hs has to teach. 


In confirmation that rebirth is fact 
and not theory there stands a tremendous am— 
ount of evidence ~argumentary, empirical and 
historical - and as should now be evident it 
untangies the knotty problem of life, simply 
yet grandly, meeting the severest require- 
ments of enlightened reason and finally, I 
say this thankfully — it is in deepest har- 
mony with Christianity. 


THE EVIDENCES FOR REINCARNATION 


There are several quite sound argum- 
ents for the acceptance of Reinoarnation as 
one of our beliefs ~— there are also several 
apparently sound objections ~ with these lat 
=ter I shall deal later. It is not my inten 
=tion to consider exhaustively the arguments 
in favour of Reinoarnation, but only those 
which will have a wide appeal. First then, we 
will discuss the question of the Soul's Im~ 
mortality. 


There are very few of us in Christen 
-—iom who doubt the immortality of the human 
soul. The commonly held viewpoint through 
out Christendom, is that the soul is special 
<ly created for birth on this planet and, 
after it has passed through life here, it 
goes on to a permanent home, permanent in the 
deepest sense of the word. 


: The modern theologian explains life 
tous — with its inequalities, its wretched— 
ness and misery, with its million and one 
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baffling happenings — entirely to his own 


satisfaction. He reminds us that we must 
look to the future when rewards and punish— 


ments will be handed out as they have been 


deserved and earned. That explanation would 
not be so bad could each of us feel that we 
‘had started equally, had had the same oppor— 
tunities, the same temptations but ~ do you 
feel that way? 

Isn't it much- nearer the real truth 
to say that in our seoret hearts. most of us 
believe that life has dealt with us most un— 
fairly; that we are compelled toregard it as 
& ceaseless struggle for a mere existence 
and moreover, 2 struggle in which it is aimost 
certain that the strong will winand the weak 
will fail? Can the life of awoman married to 
some drunken sot, with a number of children 
to bring up on a mere pittance =— probably 2 
benevolent government Ydole* — be compared to 
that of the woman who is nothing more, and 
nothing less, thanaspoiled darling of ‘soc 
iety*? Are the two experiences comparable? 
In misery — in temptation — in drabness — in 
opportunities for the refining, the spirit -. 
ualising of the mind? Is God to be held 
responsible for this seeming travesty of Just 
ice? The very idea is absurd! Surely if 
Justice exists at a11 ~it exists for us ail 
Common fairness demands that each of us 
shall at least start the same ~ with even 
chances. Is there any Christian who will 
deny that? WOULD EVEN WISH TO DO SO? Rein= 
carnation GIVES us Justice =— we reap that 
which we have sown — and that IS Justice, ex 
-actly as the Master Jesus stated. 


There is another viewpoint in relat— 
ion to this question of immortality which 
we must consider. Immortality means cone 
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scious existence after death and, if we ac 
cept that, by what right, reason or argument 
do we suppose that the soul lacked a pre-~ 
natal existence? If the soul is eternal ~im 
“mortal onone side of its existence -why not 
on the other? I would rather accept the 
view of the scientist who says ~‘with life 
4t begins, with death it ends’ —than conclude 
immortality to be a onemsided affair! If, 
as is claimed by those who refuse to accept 
Reincarnation, the soul was specially creat— 
ed for existence in this life only,why should 
it continue after death? Is itnet reasonable 
to conclude that deathis the end of the soul 
~ if birth is its beginning? 


Is it not absurd to think of one phy— 
Sical life - a moment in time — being suf- 
ficient for a soul to gather all the exper- 
iences that physical life has to offer and 
then to send it forward into an endless spir 
w~itual existence? What purpose has physical 
birth served, where is the necessity for it, 
if one short life is counted as being suffic 
-~ient? Man*s allotted span of threescore 
years and ten is but a moment in time. What 
then of the child who dies withinafew years 
of birth, and those few years possibly fil-~ 
led with pain and suffering? What purpose 
has been served in so short a span of life? 


The analogous evidence in favour of 
Reincarnation is almost overwhelming and 
space forbids more thana brief mention. Look 
where you will, nature teaches and proclaims 
the need for change ~evolutionary change. The 
atom and the tadpole = each are living wit 
messes of the truth of Reincarnation and was 
it not Ovid who said; 


Death, so-called, is but old matter dressed 
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In some new form. And in a varied rest 

From tenement to tenement, though tossed, 

The soul is still the same, the figure on- 
ly Loste 

And, as the softened wax new seal receives, 

This face assumes, and that impression leaves 

Now called by one, now by another name, 

The form is only changed, the wax is still 
the same. 

Then, to be born is to begin to be 

Some other thing we were not formerly. 

That forms are changed, I grant; that noth 
ing can ; 

Continue in the figure it began.’ 


In any consideration of the evideawed 
for Reincarnation, we are compelled to exam 
~ine, even if only ina brief way, the nat-— 
ure of the soul. It becomes almost a self-— 
evident truth that the nature of the soul 
needs Reincarnation —for what conscious soul 
can conceive of its own beginning or its own 
annihilation? In all of us the sense of con 
“tinued soul-existence overwhelms all inter- 
ruptions of sleep and forgetfulness, and, 
therefore, suggests the idea that the nature 
of the soul is eternal and absolutely in- 
dependent of its changing resting place, the 
physical body. 


If we carefully examine the rarer 
facts of life, particularly those which come 
to us in dreams, trances and analogous phen= 
omena, we shall find that our real life is 
largely independent of the physical body and 
consists in a perpetual transfer of the sen— 
suous experiences of self-consoiousness into 
@ Supersensuous unconsciousness. This ‘store 
~house* of character might quite properly be 
regarded as our real consciousness; although 
ordinarily we are not aware of it, for it 
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comprises our habits, instincts, and tenden— 
cies. This is the essential character of the 
soul and must persist after death. 


Now, if the raison d'etre of our 
earthly existence is to gain experience, it 
seems unreasonable to suppose that such ex— 
perience can be gained in one earthly exist— 
ence, even allowing for the longest known 
human span of life and saying nothing of the 
absolute impossibility of achild, dying young, 
ever being able to gain even a fraction of 
that experience. Here we might pertinently 
ask — what is the object of the birth and 
death of a child if Reincarnation is rejeot=+ 
ed? Is it not unreasonable to suppose that 
the soul is finally transferred to its last 
fhome* until a complete knowledge of all 
earthly experiences has been gained? If the 
soul moves on to higher realms, where is the 
need for an earth life at all ~ unless it be 
an carth life of equal opportunity for all? 


It appears that the nature of the 
soul is such that it requires Reincarnation. 
The Law of Completeness demands it! Before 
the soul can attain Completeness — Full Mat-— 
urity — a variety of earthly experiences 
would seem to be an absolute necessity, and a 
variety of earthly experiences cannot, in my 
opinion, be gathered in one earth life. 


The evidences for Reincarnation would 
seem to be so complete, so overwhelming that 
rejection borders on the ridiculous. Were 
space to permit, one could fillavolume with 
evidence in its favour. 


That there is acertain amount of ap- 


parently reasonable objection to Reincarn— 
ation I do not wish to deny, even so, these 
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objections are, in my opinion, very easily 
answered. 


SOME OBJECTIONS TO REINCARNATION 


One of the principal objections to 
the idea of Reincarnation is that we do not 
remember our past lives and this argument has 
been well answered by Professor W.Knight who 
says: "The absence of memory of any actions 
done in a previous state cannot be conclus— 
ive argument against our having lived through 
it. Forgetfulness of the past may be one of 
the conditions of an entrance upon a new 
stage of existence. The body, which is the 
organ of sense-perception may be quite as 
much a hindrance as a help to remembrance. 
In that case, casual gleams of memory, giv-— 
ing us sudden abrupt and momentary revelat— 
ions of the past, are precisely the phenom 
—ena we would expect to meet with. If the 
soul has pre-existed, what we would a priori 
anticipate are only some faint traces of re-= 
collection surviving in the crypts of mem— 


ory". 


Apart altogether fromthe theory that 
"forgetfuiness of the past may be one of the 
conditions of entrance upon a new stage of 
existence", there are many who stand ready 
to refute the suggestion that we have no mem 
~orices of past tives. Mr C. Jinarajadasa has 
written a mos% interesting book in which he 
sets forth some very pertinent arguments and 
altogether refutcs the assertion that tre do 
not remember past lives. 


Most of you who read these pages 
will have made contact with, or know from per 
—sonal experience, instances which would sug 
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wgest that we have lived before. In such 
cases, I suggest that only Reincarnation can 
offer a satisfactory explanation. For ex— 
ample, what other theory explains genius; the 
ability to speak languages never previously 
heard; the ability to describe places prev- 
iously not visited? In his book “How We Re- 
Member Our Past Lives" mentioned above, Mr 
Jinarajadasa says% 


"fake for instance such a genius as 
the young violinist, Mischa Elman, who a few 
years ago began his musical career; he was 
then but a lad, and yet even at that age he 
manifested marvellous technical ability. Now 
we may perhaps legitimately account for this 
technical ability along Mendelian lines, as 
being due toa rare confluence of genetic 
factors; but by no theory of physical hered— 
ity oanwe explain what surprised the most ex 
=<acting of musical critics =~ Mischa Elman's 
INTERPRETATION of music. 


'For it is just in this interpretat— 
ion that a music lover oan see the soul of 
the performer, whether that soul is abig one 
or a little, whether the performer has known 
of life superficially or has touched livc's 
cere. Now Elman'’s interpretation, absolute— 
ly spontaneous as it was,and unimitated from 
a teacher, was that of a man and not that of 
@ boy. Little wonder that many a critic was 
puzzled, or that the musical critic of the 
London Telegraph should write as follows: 


"Rain beat noisily upon the roof and 
thunder roared and rattled, but Mischa Elman 
went calmly on with his prescribed Paganini 
and Bach and Wieniawski. Calmly is the word, 
be it noted, not stolidly. We have had stol-— 
id wonder-children on our musical platforms, 


56 


THE WAY OF AN INITIATE 


Mischa is not of them. Upon his face as he 
plies the bow, rests a great peace, and only 
now and then, withamore decided expression, 
does he lower his cheek upon the instrument, 
as though he would receive from it the im= 
pulse of its vibrations and to it communic— 
ate his own soul beats. 

'The marvel of this boy does not lie 
in his execution of difficult passages. If 
it did, perhaps we should award it but per— 
functory notice, seeing that among the chil— 
dren of our generation there are so many wh 
play with difficult passages much as thede 
predecessors did with marbles. We have gone 
beyond mere dexterity of bowing and finger— 
ing, and can say,in the spirit of one of old 
time, that from the babe and suckling comes 
now the perfection of such praise as lies 
within the compass of a violin. 

"Asked to account for this = to ex— 
plain why Mischa Elman, laying cheek to wood, 
reveals the insight and feeling of a man who 
has risen to the heights and plumbed the 
depths of human life -— we simply acknowledge 
that the matter is beyond us. We can do no 
more than speoulate, and, perhaps, hope for 
a day in which the alleembracing science of 
an age more advanced than our own shall dis— 
cover the particular brain formation, or ad— 
justment, to which infants owe the powers 
that men and women vainly seek. 


*Those powers may be the Wordsworth— 
ian "clouds of glory", brought from another 
world. If so, what a brilliant birth must 
that of Mischa Elman have been! The boy was 
heard in a work by Paganini and another by 
Wieniawski, both good things of their mere 
tricious kind, and both irradiated, as 
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could not but fancy, by the unconscious gen- 
ius which shines alike on the evil and the 
good, making the best of both. Upon the mere 
execution of these works we donot dwell, pre 
-ferring the charm of the moments in which 
the music lent itself to the mysterious emot 
~lon of the youthful player, and showed not 
the painted visage of a mountebank, but the 
face of an angel $" 


"If along lines of Reincarnation we 
suppose that Mischa Elman IS a soul who in 
his past lives has in truth "risen to the 
heights and plumbed the depths of human 
life", then we have a reasonable explanation 
for his genius; in each interpretation there 
is reflected the summing up of his past ex-= 
periences, and he can through his music tell 
us of 2 man's sorrow or a man’s joy because 
as aman in past lives he has experienced 
both, and retains their memory in emotional 
and intellectual generalisations. 


'This explanation further joins hands 
with science, because the Reincarnation theory 
of genius implies the need by the musical 
soul of a body with a musical heredity, that 
has been ‘*selected* by evolution and has 
been built up by appropriate genetic factors. 
Reincarnation alone explains another genius 
who must remain a puzzle according to all 
other theories. 


'Keats is known in English poctry as 
the most ‘Greek* of all England*’s poets; he 
possessed naturally that unique feeling for 
life that was the treasure of the Greek tem— 
perament. If he had been a Greek scholar and 
steeped in the traditions of Greek oulture, 
we might account for this tanima naturaliter 
Graeca of the Greekless Keats.‘ But when we 
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consider that Keats had ‘little Latin' and 
less Greek", and began life as a surgeon's 
apprentice and amedical student, we may well 
wonder why he sings not as a Christian poet 
should do, but as some Greek shepherd born 
on the slopes. of Mount Etna. 


'The wonder however at once “ceases 
if we presume that Keats is the reincarnat— 
ion of a Greek poct, and is remembering his 
past lives-~ as he reverts to Greek ways of 
thought and feeling” 


Thus in whatever way we view this 
principal objection to Reincarnation — that 
we have no memory of our past lives —- we 
shall have to agree that there is as much, if 
not more evidence to the contrary as there 
is for this objection. 


Writing on the proofs of Reincarnat— 
ion, Irving S. Cocper says with reference to 
the investigation of past lives: 


"When one has reached what is called 
Initiation, and has undergone the long and 
arduous training in physical, moral, and men 
~tal development which that implies, there 
is the possibility, by awakening acertain set 
of psychic faculties, of investigating direct 
~ly, every detail of a whole series of past 
lives either of oneself or of another. There 
exists in the mental world what may be called 
the great memory of Nature, in which every 
physical event, every desire, every least 
thought of man and every other living thing is 
registered with photographic exactness. 


plete information about any series of inc 


¥rom these records of the past co 
-ations may be obtained by the properly noara 
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—ed investigator in the form of living pic- 
tures. There are several other ways also by 
which this same information may be gained, 
but perhaps the best method is this one of 
letting the living pictures of the past roll 
before the trained vision. There are a few 
experts who can do this, and to them reincar 
-—nation is no longer a logical and convin— 
cing theory, it is a faot". 


A further objection so often raised 
against Reincarnation is that it is unjust 
for us to receive now the results of forgot~ 
ten deeds enacted long ago. To this object— 
jon we are bound to say that it appears far 
more unjust that one man should lead a wick-— 
edly evil ond slothful life and another be 
an almost saintly character, and yet both 
make the same progress. The Law of Cause and 
Effect, or Karma, as it is called in the 
East, is eminently just — not unjust. Apart 
from any theological consideration there MUST 
be some cause, some reason, some explanation 
as to why some ofus are born deformed, blind, 
into appalling conditions of poverty, sick- 
ness and disease. Some explanation must be 
forthcoming to account for the terrible in- 
equalities of life. What other explanation 
convinces half so well as this Law of Cause 
and Effect? 


If earth life is for the purpose of 
gaining experience, why is one soul doomed 
to an existence filled with pain, sickness, 
or despair and another given every opportun-— 
ity to live in surroundings of beauty, com— 
fort and freedom? Can there be any other ex 
=-planation save that each one of us is reap— 
ing the fruits of the seeds we have sown and 
4n this way gain the full experiences life 
has to offer? 
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Does God — the Allewise, All~knowing — 
whose greatest attribute is love, have fav-— 
ourites? Does He take pleasure in creating 
the misery, the wretchedness, the squalor 
which to some are ail they know of life? The 
very idea of a benevolent God, a Heavenly 
Father, must be discounted ifthis be so! The 
Great Unmanifest cannot be so concerned, and 
thus, to doubt that the experiences we now en— 
dure andenjoy are directly attributable to our 
own choice and way of living in previous lives is 
to abandon the very idea of an All—wise Father. 


If it were possible for each one of 
us to survey the world of men, with our minds 
clear and free from prejudices of all and ev 
-cry kind, noting as we should, the injustice, 
the ocruelties, diseases, pain, sorrow,misery and 
wretchedness meted out to some and, to others 
the joy, happiness, opportunity for advance~ 
ment, healthy bodies and minds, could we con 
—clude that all these things and conditions 
were the creation of an Allewise, All-know-— 
ing Creator? | 


Most emphatically the answer would 
be in the negative. If on the other hand we 
know that each human being had the power 
to consciously choose his way of living, that 
eaoh one had the knowledge to differentiate 
between that which we oalil evil and that 
which we call goodness and, that the raison 
a@*etre of their existence was to exper— 
ience these things, we could then under— 
stand the apparent inequalities, the injust 
ices, of life as we saw them. It would be 
but commonsense to presume that man had man 
lives —how else could he experience all that 
life had to teach? — and that some were re=— 
ceiving the rewards and some the punishments, 
of deeds done long ago. 
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My The objection that it is unjust for 
us to receive now the results of deeds enact 
“ed long ago, cannot be accepted as valid. 
Quite the contrary is the cases it is not on 
-ly just that we should do so, but, in so do=— 
ing we find the only reasonable explanation 
of the conditions of life as we see them. 


There is just one further objection 
to Reincarnation that we will consider = the 
objection which says that the theory of Re- 
incarnation is unpalatable and uncongenial. 
To many of its opponents Reincarnation must 
seem unpalatable — they cannot stomach the 
thought that misdeeds must be paid for. Yet 
there are millions of Christians who accept 
the fact that a good life will be rewarded 
and a sinful life punished with Heaven or 
Hell as the case may be. The Christian con- 
ception of one life and its consequent re~ 
ward or punishment scems to me a far harsher 
and much more unpalatable point of view. 


Inaseries of lives we at least have 
the opportunity tocorrect errors and are not 
damned for all time. Lastly, and in refut-— 
ation of this objection, all nature teaches 
that the Law of Cause and Effect — Karma —is 
active and, whether we think it uncongenial 
or not, does not, and cannot, alter the essen 
tial justice of the Law. 


There are many other objections rais— 
ed by those who cannot or will not accept 
the theory of Reincarnation. One of them was 
made to me in a letter sent by a student of 
T.B.O.T.P. He said that the theory was East 
“ern and not suited to Western mentality, 
that acceptance of Reincarnation kept the 
flower classes’ as serfs inasmuch as they ac 
—cepted the fact of their poverty as the pun 
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~ishment due to them for evil living in prev 
—ious lives. 


To my mind, if we accept this object— 
ion, we have also to aocept the suggestion it 
contains that punishment robs a man or woman 
of incentive to do better. Is not the oppos— 
ite the case? Few of us are satisfied with 
or content to accept sickness or poverty and 
bad conditions generaliy as our permanent 
lot, and thus, instead of being robbed of in- 
centive, we increase it. The desire for bet-— 
ter conditions is manifest in almost all of 
us. Again, if we are aware, through accept— 
ing Reincarnation, that we have deserved our 
present conditions is it not natural that we > 
shall strive for better conditions in the 
next life? 


Further, knowing that our conditions 
are of our own making, removes from our minds 
jealousy and envy of those now experiencing 
better conditions than our own. They too, 
have earned the conditions under which they 
live. Again, if we are experiencing good con 
~ditions we shall not despise those in poor 
conditions, but rather feel inclined to help 
them to better things. Reincarnation is thus 
a direct incentive to good SavEng and gener= 
al fraternal relations. 


Summarising the evidences for Rein- 
carnation and the objections to it, we can 
conclude that the former greatly outweigh 
the latter. That in accepting the idea of 
Reincarnation man can find an explanation of 
the inequalities and enigmatical happenings 
of life. 


These can be accepted without des— 
troying our faith in a supreme, all-=wise Be~ 
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ing. Reincarnation assures us that whatever 
seeds of good and evil a man sows in any one 
life, he, and he alone, will reap the harvest. 
In that knowledge man has every incentive 
given to him to lead a life of goodness, and 
to shun evil. Reincarnation compels us to 
absolute trust in the goodness of the Divine, 
by showing us that there is a moral pyrpose 
in evolution as well as a physical end. 


The suffering, ignorance, wretched— 
ness, misery. degradation, sickness, and all 
the other evil things of life can no longer 
be said to be caused by God. They are the 
result of our way of living — and our way of 
living is a matter of choice — for ourselves 
alone. 


Reincarnation appeals tome as alight 
shining in the dark places. It gives us all 
the opportunity to repair past mistakes, and 
it permits us to know something of each facet 
of life. Life, earth life, has many facets ~ 
far too many — for us to know and experience 
them in one short incarnation. 


If life is a school in which we are 
taught its purposes, its meaning, then sure— 
ly we shall not be expected to "qualify" in 
one class, one standard, one form — emphatic 
—ally not. As in all schools we must begin as 
infants and progress upwards until finally 
all that life has to teach us is ours and 
*schooldays’* are no more. 


Before us then, will be new and 
strange realms, and as we traverse them we 
shall come nearer to the end of our journey, 
the journey that leads us back to that from 
whence we came. 

(See Author's Note overleaf ) 
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AUTHOR'S NOTE ON REINCARNATION 


Since writing the foregoing I notice 
that Shaw Desmond has published a brilliantly 
written book on the subject of Reincarnation, 
In reviewing this workI said that ‘among the 
many books I possess andwhich deal with this 
subject, I know of none which explains it zo 
clearly and which is so completely convin- 
cing in its appeal to reasoning in all its 
forms’. I still maintain that opinion and 
to those of my readers who have found this 
article interesting and who would like to 
pursue further their studies in this direct— 
ion — I strongly urge them to obtain a copy 
of Mr Desmond‘s book, "Reincarnation For 
Everyman", published by Andrew Dakers Ltd., 
at 5/4d post free. It can be obtained from 
T.B.O.T.P. Book Sales Department. 


S OME IDEALS 
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Almost every man and woman, without 
distinction of race or creed, pessorscs some 
kind of ideal. It may be an ideal of a high 
order, and of spiritual quality, born of divine . 
inspiration, understandable only to those of | 
exalted consciousness and realisable only in 
that world of the future, a world in which 
tolerance and love, truth and beauty,will be 
commonplace. Or it may be a very ordinary 
ideal born onamaterial plane and easily cap 
-—able of concrete realisation. To whatever 
classification it belongs, it indicates ade- 
sire for progress, an inward urge to attain- 
ment. 


This desire for progress may be di- 
rected solely to the attaining of the physic-— 
al desires and the material possessions of 
life; those things which are generally.ac- 
cepted as being necessary for personal com 
fort and security against adversity; the 
things which give to their possessors a sense 
of physical and material wellebeing and de— 
velop that feeling of self-importance which 
might well be the prelude toarealisation of 
=» *I AM*, and alli that ‘Ir AM* means. 


Despite the fact that so many pious 
(sic) and superior people = personally I am 
inclined to doubt their sincerity and attrib 
“ute their superiority to being a case of 
sour grapes ~are apt to regard with unwanted 
and unnecessary pity, and to’ condemn as pure 
«ly materialistic and, therefore, undesir— 
able, this form of idealism, it is, such oon 
w«ciemnation notwithstanding, good. It'iis so 


66 


THE WAY OF AN INITIATE 


for two main reasons. Firstly, this form of 
idealism results from nothing more and noth— 
ing less, than the unconscious obedience of 
the human species to that sound biological 
urge which demands the ‘the family* be rear 
~ed in the best possible conditions to en 
—Ssure the continuation of the species. Second 
-ly, - because it is a primary form of evol— 
utionary progress demanded by man's inherent 
instinct and is thus in perfect accord 
with the Law of Completeness. We should no 
more affect anattitude of superiority towards 
it or attempt to condemn itas being ‘wrong’, 
than we should be superior to, or condemn, the 
Sparrows for seeking the best and softest 
material and most sheltered place to build 
their nests. 


At worst, such a form of idealism, 
confined solely to physical and material ends 
MIGHT develop greed and even selfishness. At 
best it is much more likely to develop char- 
acteristics which will influence a sense of 
responsibility, of pride and of good citizen 
“ship; all highly desirable and tending to de 
-velop the best and not the worst in the hu- 
man species. 


Or again, this desire for progress, 
this urge to attainment, might well manifest 
itself in an idealism which is realisable, 
in this imperfect world, only in subjective 
and abstract ideas, that objectively fulfil 
themselves in a way of living, which tran- 
6cends, but does not despise, all physical 

and material considerations. 


' Such a form of high idealism might 
well be attributable to the Occultist, for 
there is naught in the science of Occultism, 
despite anything that may be said or written 
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to the contrary, that forbids the achieve- 
ment of physical or material aims. 


PSEUDO = OCCULTISTS 


Pertinently, you may ask ~-} "And what 
is an Occultist"? 


It would require a full book to ate 
tempt to describe the motley crowd who shel- 
ter behind the generic description of "Occult 
wist* and who, incidentally, are mainly res~ 
ponsible for the somewhat bad odour which men 
«tion of Occultism inevitably arouses in the 
mind of the unenlightened. I use this lat— 
ter word in its general sense. 


The frauds, the fakes, the sellers 
of so~called charms and talismans, the pseudo 
psychometrists, astrologers, numerologists, 
palmists, fortune ~tellers, oclairvoyants , 
clairaudients, spiritualists and mediums, 
the so-called ocoult schools withlittle know 
-ledge and less reputations; the magazines, 
books and periodicals which contain so much 
utter rubbish and are concerned solely with 
profits; the dirty little booksellers, who in 
order to sell their trashy wares, speak in a 
sepulchral voice and give meaningless signs 
as they look at their credulous and awe in 
-spired oustomer—victims with that ‘if only 
I could tell you all I know’ look, whilst in 
fact, their knowledge of occultism is such 
that they have not yet sucoeeded in léarning 
one of its first lessons ~ that cleanliness 
4s akin to Godliness. A glance at their per 
“son or their shop with its dirty dark cor- 
ners will swiftly confirm this truth! 


This particular type of selfestyled 
occultist «the dark shop bookseller ~ is es= 
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pecially odious and, it must be said, often 
dangerous. I have practical experience of 
such things and know that they have been the 
means of procuring potential victims for 
vile and sexually perverted black magicians. 
I have no sympathy and less mercy for suoh 
There IS only one thing to do about them — 
send their names to Scotland Yard. 


Reading the above rather surprises 
me. I did not think I felt so strongly about 
these rather pitiful people. Apparently I 
do, and so shall not delete what I have writ 
-ten. You can then, bu sure that the types 
of people I have described are NOT occult-— 
ists. At the same time, let me hasten to add 
that not all the people who describe them- 
selves as astrologers, psychometrists, etc., 
are frauds. Not by any means would I have 
you receive that impression. There are many 
sound and genuine people who do undoubtedly 
possess gifts and abilities and who deplore, 
equally with myself, those who, lacking real 
knowledge, simply depend for an easy living 
on the vanity and credulity of their vic- 
tims. 


There is also another class of pere 
son who, though in some measure sincere and 
without guile, does nevertheless, much harm 
to the occult cause. I refer to that band 
of wandering lost souls, once so graphically 
described by Dion Fortune as ‘tramps of the 
leoture=room* and so admirably portrayed in 
that little-known but very excellent novel by 
Paul Kerris, entitled “The Edge of Eden". 


This band of lost souls does actual— 
ly wander onwhat to them is the Edge of Eden. 
They remind one of those parasites who 
haunt Chelsea and refer to themselves as 
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artists. They join the latest ‘movement'*; 
run after the latest self-styled 'Master' and 
give their money — and often body and soul —. 
to anyone whose personality appeals suffic- 
fently and whose black cloak would appearto 
conceal all they imagine Occultism, with its 
much<vaunted magical power, has to offer them. 


You will know them by their much ev- 
idenced piety and the possession of a super 
~Lority complex. Almost certainly they will 
mouth ~ with unmistakeable relish — an unin- 
telligible jargon imown to none but them- 
selves and the ‘group’ to which they belong. 
Almost always the male species will lack vir 
-ility and wear foolish olothes and long 
hair. Their emasculated appearance and ef- 
feminate manner excite the contempt of all 
healthy minded men and women. 4s for the 
female species, they too, will conjure your 
pity. Barren physically and more or less 
mentally, they are the victims of their own 
delusions. Truly, here for all to see, is 
the working, the fulfilment of Karma. 


As I have already stated, it is pre- 
cisely stich degenerate types as these that 
are the cause of much bad odour attaching to 
the Occult movement and though I have men-— 
tioned them much against my inolination, I 
have done so, believing that those who are 
genuinely interested inthe occult, should 
know of them and, moreover, realise that they 
do NOT represent genuine Occultism. The seek 
~—<r will at least be aware of, and guard 
against, such people, and thus be less liable 
to judge occultism as a movement whose fol~ 
lowers would appear to include all of life's 
misfits. 


Actually, these poor self—deluded 
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souls deserve some pity for they seek that 
which their physical and mental make-up will 
mever permit them to find. Known for what 
they really are, they cease to be a danger 
and excite either pity or contempt or, per— 
haps both. It is for this reason alone I 
have mentioned them. 


WHY  CHURCHIANITY FAILS 


This is not the time nor the place to 
describe for you the many different yet gen— 
uine movements, or the wide variety of people 
who engage themselves in occult research and 
who are entitled in some measure to the dese 
cription — Occultist. Theosophy, with its 
one=time large following of earnest seekers 
after Truth, can claim to be an oacult body; 
the same is true of those peaple who sccept 
the philosophy of Rudolf Steiner. Then there 
are the Qabalists, the Rosicrucians and a 
host of others far too numerous to mention, 
all with equal right claiming to be known 4s 
Occultists. 


If you will consult a4 good* diction— 
ary you will find the word toccult’ defined 
as "being beyond the range of ordinary know— 
ledge and perception” adefinition with which 
I am in entire agreement. 


The average man or woman of today is 
content to live life more or less in a mater 
@wial way. They are concerned much more with 
the things of the flesh than of the Spirit. 
They are content with ‘ordinary knowledge and 
perception® and have little if any inclinat— 
ion to investigate the possibilities of know 
-ledge only to be gathered by those able to 
raise consciousness to the higher planes of 
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being. In many cases, and possibly the great 
majority, they even doubt the existence of 
anything infinite and view with strong suspic 
~lon all ideas conceived inthe abstract, pre= 
ferring concrete realities ~the things they 
can sense by sight, touch, taste, smell and 
hearing. They have no conception of spirit-— 
ual things though, hesitantly perhaps, they 
may concede their existence. 


There can be no question that much 
of their failure to evaluate correctly the 
things of the spirit,must be laid at the door 
of orthodox religious teachings, especially 
of that particular brand of Christianity 
sometimes referred toas 'Churchianity'. Af- 
ter all, so long as the Church sets such 
store on material values the average man or 
woman can hardly be blamed for emphasising 
their own appreciation of these things. A 
Church which remains one of the largest, and 
certainly not one of the kindest, of influen- 
tial landlords, whilst at the same time gross 
wly underpaying her servants, can hardly be 
cited as an example of spiritual virtues. 


The relatively small majority of 
people who do feel that urge to express ob- 
jectively the perhaps vague, yet neverthe- 
less insistent, feelings of oneness with all 
things is turning in ever increasing propor~ 
tion away from a Church which seems to have 
lost the keys toits own spiritual mysteries. 
To what can these people turn? How shall they 
find that which is permanent and dependable? 


WHAT OCCULTISM OFFERS 


An axiom of occult law is, that when 
the seeker is ready, then will the teacher 
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appear. Far are we not told that he who 
seeks shall find? There is, too, that which 
says “the lips of wisdom are sealed, except 
to the ears of understanding". How true are 
these statements, those who have their feet 
on the Path know only too well. 


It may be asked by those of enquiring 
mind — What is there so particularly attract 
~ive in Occultism? What has it got that 
makes its appeal so insistent, especially to 
that class of people who ‘think for them- 
selves’? 


Today, perhaps as never before, we 
live in an age when cynicism and scepticism 
are rife. Creeds, doctrines, dogmas, the 
authority of priests as well as kings and 
princes, are set at naught. Men and women 
are, broadly speaking, unwilling to accept 
that which they cannot measure or understand 
according to some arbitrary standard of their 
own. Like Thomas, it is natural for them ‘to 
doubt that which they cannot see’. 


Occultism offers them proof of its 
contentions and therein lies its attraction. 
It does not require of its adherents a blind 
faith, or a blind obedience to doctrinal as-. 
sertions. Occultism is a science, with laws 
as exact as any other science. If this is. 
80 - it might well be asked = why is it that- 
occult schools refuse to communicate their 
knowledge freely to all comers? The answer 
to this oft-repeated question is that serious 
research into the realms of the oocult is not 
only productive of theoretical knowledge but, 
when once certain facts are revealed to the 
seeker, they give him or her a power not be~— 
stowed upon researchers in other scientific 
fields. Occult power in the sense we have 
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just desoribed, is the power of the mind and, 
whether it be used by the seeker for good or 
for evil, it is not suchas should be entrust 
~ed to anyone without previous preparation 
and training. Hence the need for what is 
called ‘the training of the Outer Court’. It 
cannot be too greatly impressed upon those 
who criticise the way in which occult know- 
ledge is guarded, that it is a power potent 
for good or evil, and not tobe used lightly. 
It can destroy as well as save souls and 
nothing on earth is so precious and, there 
fore, needs more safeguarding than does the 
soul of man. 


It is, perhaps, the practical aspeots 
of occultism that attract ‘the seeker after 
truth’. As Dion Fortune has so well stated ~ 
"from its teachings there arises a philosophy 
of life which not only illumines our profound 
-cr problems, but shines on our daily path 
and reveals significances of which we have 
never dreamt. It shows us that our individual 
lives, and every happening of those lives, is 
an integral part of the oosmioc whole. A 
knowledge of even the elements of esoteric 
science leads toa complete change of all our 
values. We see that things we considered of 
supreme importance are not the vital points - 
we thought they were; we see that things we 
did not think mattered at all are the real 
strategic centres of our lives". 


As a practical occultist I endorse 
every word of that utterance and, moreover, 
I know that the truths of occultism oan be 
used by everyone, in their everyday life to 
excellent advantage. No man or woman can 
fail to feel a new surge of joy, a new hope, 
@ consciousness of something achieved; when 
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first they experience the satisfaction which 
occult truth can give. 


OCCULTISM AND MYSTICISM 


Perhaps at this juncture I should ex 
~plain the broad difference which exists be- 
tween Occultism and Mysticism and I doso, be 
—cause the two, though closely akin in many 
respects and possessing the same uliimste 
goal are, these likenesses notwithstanding, 
quite apart as objective pursuits. Briefly 
then, oocultism differs from mysticism in so 
far as the mystic realises his goal through 
his subjective experiences, neither seeking 
nor requiring any objective proof. For the mys 
-tic itis sufficient that within himself he 
KNOWS.. On the contrary, nothing is acceptedin 
occultism which does not rest ona basis of firm 
demonstrable truth. Occultism is a science, 
a mental science inwhich nothing is taken for 
granted and verifiable evidence is there for 
the seeker's asking. The mystic accepts and 
knows. The occultist proves and knows. It 
is of course, possible to enlarge consider— 
ably on this subject butI have said all that 
is necessary to show the broad difference ex 
~isting between Ocoultism and Mysticism. 


As already stated, a knowledge of 
even the elementary principles of occult 
science must lead to a new evaluation of all 
our standards and of course, a new orientat— 
ion of our principles. 


WHAT OCCULTISM DOES 


That which the occultist speaks of as 
"The Path’ is muoh more than a philosophical 
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or hypothetical consideration ofcertain prin 
—ciples and very much more thanamere course 
of scientific study. The Path is a way of 
living, the objective realisation of those 
subjective ideas that have been brought into 
our consciousness from the higher planes of 
abstract mind. Note too, that the Path is in 
—tended to discipline the seeker in order to 
produce a character-—type which is constant 
and this, notwithstanding any variations or 
differing levels of intellectual quality or 
calibre. 


The character type aimed at is per~ 
haps best described as ‘balanced*® and will 
reflect an inward harmony anda poise not 
easily disturbed by environmental influence. 
The general demeanour of such an one, whilst 
unassuming, quiet and more or less restrain= 
ed, is not such as will produce in his com— 
panions or acquaintances afeeling of indif- 
ferences neither will it suggest to them 
that here is a person of no consequence; 
guite the contrary is the oase. The izitiate 
vibrates 2 sense of strength, he is instinct 
~ively recognised as one possessing that in~ 
definable quality which has been called by 
many different names and which, simply ex-— 
pressed, is personal power. One feels the 
tremendous inner strength, the dependability 
of such an one. 


" This serenity of demeanour is not 
easily achieved. It requires searching self 
-examination and self-discipline ofa very high 
order. It means giving up the little self 
we call personality in order that the great— 
‘er individuality may emerge. It means less 
of self and more of ateone-=ment with all 
other living things. It brings with it not 
only inner strength, personal power and poise, 
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but sure and certain knowledge of the mean— 
ing of life. Those things that were so high 
-ly valued are seen in their true perspect— 
ive, our relationship toall living things is 
understood and realised, and with this lift— 
ing of the veil comes new ideas; new values; 
new and better and higher and more worthy 
ideals. 


Perhaps one of the greatest. discov—— 
eries made by the seeker is that the Law of 
Karma ensures to us all =~ Justice. We iknow 
that we shall reap what we have sown. Prob-— 
lems of life which have appealed to us hith— 
erto as monumental injustices, which have 
seemed to prove conclusively the non-exist-— 
ence of Divine order, now resolve themselves, 
and we know that injustice must be paid for, 
must be expiated, if not in this life, then 
in those that will surely follow. 


‘The seeker who has chosen this way of 
living — the life of 'The Path*' is constant 
~ly remwadjusting his values according to cos— 
mic principles. He knows that his Real Self 
is not the physical body, not the human per— 
sonality others know as John Brown or Jim 
Smith — these ‘little lives' are but moments 
of time in his real existence. 


Obviously then, such an one will be 
imbued with high ideals -~ ideals which if 
brought to fruition and translated into a liv 
-~ing and glorious achievement would trans—— 
form this sad and weary world into anew heavy 
—en on earth: a place in which Brotherhood, 
tolerance, kindness, humility, and at-one— 
ment with all living things would no longer 
be abstract ideas — but concrete realities. — 


The author, who is 
FPounder=Principal of The 
Brothers of The Path, 
welcomes correspondence 
and enquiries. Address 
as below. 


A. Greville-Gasocoigne Ph.D., 


"El Sendero", 
North Ferriby 
East Yorks. 
ENGLAND. 
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